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During World War II, P.K. Wrigley
started an all-girls’ baseball league
as a hedge against the threatened

demise of men’s baseball. Among
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Once upon a magical time, this all-girl
baseball team captured the city’s heart.

BY PEGGY DAHIBERG JENSEN
Color photography by Todd McLester

batter, 28-year-old Dottie Ferguson Key, crouches with bat
in hand at home plate. Her unique crabbed posture always
presents a challenge for the pitcher. “Either get hit or get a hit,” Coach
William Baird Allington commanded as she left the dugout. His words
ring in Key's ears.
Positioned with her left-arm raised, the five-foot, four-inch center-
fielder hears the distant shouts of vendors: *“Peanuts!” “Hot dogs!”
“Programs!” She feels the surge of the crowd, the expectations
of fans, They know what she knows: Key is not a great slugger, but
she can work the pitcher. She'll probably advance 1o first base
on balls or by being hit by a pitched bail.
Key chalks up one strike and two balls. Then the inevitable
happens. The ball smacks her left thigh. She limps to first
base, pigtail flopping against her peach-colored, flared-skirt uniform.
She raises her hand to the roaring crowd,
Rockford adored its Peaches. One of four charter teams in the All
American Girls Baseball League (AAGBL), the only girls professional
DOROTHY *‘KAMMIE” baseball league ir;1 U?itedlgtates histoll*g:1 13}1% ;’eac:acs attracted overflow
crowds. During the first 10 seasons (1943-52), almost 895000 paid to
KAMENSHEK, FIRST BASEMAN see America’s prettiest baseball players at Beyer Stadium. The Rockford
FOR THE LEGENDARY PEACHES, Peaches had won four championships (1945, 1948, 1949, 1950) and three
FIELDS A HIGH FLY second places—a feat surpassed by no other team in the league.

: ) This night, the fans hope for victory. They remain loyal in spite of
PN the Peaches early season fifth-place standing. They look to Key, famous
for her base-stealing, to advance when Dorothy “Kammie¢” Kamen-
shek, 25, steps up to bat. The two exchange signals, If Kamenshek puts

A mild June cvening, 1951. The Rockford Peaches lead-off
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her hand on the end of the bat, it’s a hit and
run. But if Key flips her pigtail, she's
preparing to steal and Kamenshek will let
the pitch pass.

Key waits with confidence. The fans
chant, “Kammie, Kammie!" They know her
potential. Twice in her AAGBL career, she
ranked first in batting averages, with 316
and .306, and in four seasons she led the
league with the fewest strikeouts. An
outstanding defensive player as well, she
earned the respect of men such as the Cubs’
Charlie Grimm. *“She’d have no trouble
making the majors...if she were a man,”
Grimm said. “She can hit, field and play
with the best of them.” Indeed, she made
history as the first woman to receive an of-
fer to play men's professional baseball. But
she tuned down the contract with the
Florida International League.

Key flips her pigtail. A former North
American speed skating champion, she
pumps her short legs and then slides into
second ahead of the catcher's throw. Safe!
The crowd cheers. Key picks herself up,
slaps her bare thigh to brush off the dirt and
tugs her short skirt down to cover her black
satin shorts. She ignores a trickle of blood
trailing into the cuff of her black knee sock.

Key and the others often wonder about
some decisions of the league’s founder, P.K.
Wrigley. He attempted to combine the allu-
sion of femininity with fast-action baseball.
In 1942, when he proposed forming the
league, he anticipated crowds thrilling to
athletic skills and feminine grace both on
the field and off. The girls had to appear
in public wearing skirts—no shorts, slacks
or jeans, He even hired Helena Rubenstein
to conduct charm classes in conjunction with
spring training. She not only stressed good
posture, attractive hairstyles and the proper
use of makeup, but also the niceties of
etiquette and meeting the public. Girls who
had been models or beauty contestants
sneered at the classes, but others, such as
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THE 1950 CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM
(TOP). SHOWN TOGETHER AGAIN
DECADES LATER (ABOVE, FROM
LEFT) ARE: PEACHES PLAYERS
DOTTIE KEY, HELEN
WADDELL WYATT, MARGARET
JURGENSMEIER CARROLL AND
IRENE RUHNKE SANVITIS
e

Kamenshek, appreciated the help. “Our
family never ate out in a restaurant,” she
said, “And I didn't know what all those forks
were for”

Safe at second, Key tests the pitcher by
taking a lead. A curve ball over the plate
suits Kammie and she hits a line drive into
right field. Key sprints toward third and
heads for home while Kammie reaches
second on a stand-up double. The fans are
on their feet. Perhaps the slump will end
tonight.

In the stands, young Bob Sharp (now an
employce at AMCORE Bank’s Data Center)
nudges his pal Fred Speer, destined to
become one of Rockford’s premier radio
newsmen. “Wow. Can you believe girls
playing like that?” Hooked on the Peaches,
the two boys rode a bus from the northwest

side to every home game in the 1950s, will-
ingly parting with 25 cents each for a ticket.

Shortstop Alice Pollitt hits a single. Kam-
mie goes to third. Eleanor Callow gets an
intentional walk. With the bases loaded, cat-
cher Ruth Richard unloads a long drive to
right center. Three runs score. Then one
batter is out on a ground ball to first, another
on a fly ball 1 the short stop. The pitcher
walks the next batter, Helen “Sis” Waddell.

“That's watchin’ ‘em, Sis,” yells Neil
Wyatt from the bleachers. “Yeah," chortles
a graveley voice behind him, “better walk
her, She can't run!” Wyat, who would
marry Waddell in October, faced the
heckler. “Buddy, get off her back,” *“What's
it to you?" the man asks. “She's my girl.
Quit it or I'll knock you clear across the
stands.”

One of the youngest mokies in the league,
West High School student Barbara Thomp-
son, singles to score Richard. Her grand-
father leads the cheering. Nearby, two young
neighbor girls join him. They’re making a
scrapbook and now they’ll have an article
chronicling another Thompson r.b.i.

Before the final out, Audrey Daniels, the
pitcher, drives a double into centerfield, The
scoreboard lights up, recording six runs in
inning one as Waddell and Thompson cross
home plate. (The opposing team managed
only one run in nine innings.)

7\
/' ta time when war cngulfed the
world, when gas rationing curtailed
« travel, and when television had not
yel entered every home, girls baseball open-
ed an escape hatch. The regular season in-
cluded up to 126 games (when 10 teams par-
ticipated) and lasted from Memorial Day 0
Labor Day. Fans would attend as many as
cight successive home games and then wait
patiently for the team to return from a road
trip. Meanwhile, they tuned in WROK for
broadeasts of out-of-town games. Once a fan
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DOTTIE FERGUSON KEY, STAR PEACHES
PLAYER (ABOVE LEFT AND RIGHT), WORKS IN
A DONUT SHOP TODAY. MILDRED LUNDAHL,
CHAPERONE (BELOW LEFT) AND PLAYER HELEN
WADDELL WYATT RELIVE MEMORIES.

-
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telephoned the station to complain about static. A station employee
apologized and suggested listening to a White Sox game instead.
“Traitor!” the irate fan retorted.

On another occasion, in a game broadcast from Fort Wayne,
Indiana, the Peaches led 19-6 in the ninth inning. It seemed
an appropriate time to give rookie pitchers some experience.
So Allington sent in
16-ycar-old Margaret
“Jurgie” Jurgensmeier to
relieve Fox. Listeners in
Rockford turned off their
radios and went to bed,
confident of victory.
““Several hours later,’
recalls Helen *‘Sis” Wad-
dell Wyatt, “we were still
playing that ninth inning.
We couldn’t get the third
out. We used all our pit-
chers.” Not until the
morning papers arrived
did the Rockford audience
learn that Fort Wayne had won, 20-19.

While playing in Rockford’s PAL league, Jurgensmeier had
learned to think baseball from her father-coach. A West High
student when she tried out for the Peaches, she impressed the
staff with her moves on the pitcher’s mound. “They chose me,”
she says, “because I exhibited a ‘baseball mind. » But facing
veteran professionals rather than teenagers made her nervous on
the mound. “I walked so many...," she laments. The Fort Wayne
defeat angered Allington, but later he encouraged Jurgensmeier,
saying, “You’ll gain control as you grow older.”

Undeterred by setbacks, fan loyalty seldom wavered. The
Peaches—playing tough like men and answering to nicknames
such as “Squirt,” "Scrounge™ and *“Ruhnke Dunk,” yet appear-
ing ladylike—captured the hearts of thousands here. Besides the
four championships, Rockford's lipstick leaguers led with the
highest batting averages in 1949, '50 and ’51. When the AAGBL
folded in 1954, an era ended for those who played and for those
who watched.

But how did it begin? Wrigley, Chicago Cubs owner and chew-
ing gum magnate, anticipating in 1942 that major league baseball
might be suspended for the duration of World War II, proposed
organizing professional girls teams. The suspension never
materialized. Nevertheless, Wrigley invested $200000 (Rockford
received $18,000) to provide salaries, uniforms, spring training,
publicity, programs, chartered buses, hotel accommodations and
recruitment for professional girls ball. First, he sent 30 scouts
to search for talented players in softball leagues throughout the
United States and Canada. Of 300 candidates, 75 reached the
finals held at Wrigley Field. Sixty received and signed contracts
to play with the charter teams: the Rockford Peaches, the Kenosha
Comets, the Racine Belles and the South Bend Blue Sox.

The scouts found Irene Ruhnke playing in the shadow of
Wrigley Field with the Rockola Music Girls, a touring semi-pro
team, She participated in the first tryouts, signed a contract to
play with the Kenosha Comets and then joined the Peaches in
a trade. The second-youngest in a family of 12 children, she had
played ball since early childhood. “My father,” she says, “organiz-
ed family games and gave each winner a dollar” During her four-
year professional career at second base, she excelled at bat. One
year as a Peach, she had a league-leading .319 average (after 72
games), compiled with the help of 42 consecutive hits. Once she
made a headline for another reason: “Irene Ruhnke, league-
leading hitter, held hitless.” She'd rather forget that, remember-
ing instead the thrill of making a triple play in another game,

In 1943, at $40-$85 per week, the players earned more than
they could draw in any other occupation, (Salaries would advance
so that by 1952, stars signed contracts for $600 per month. In
the 1950s, everyone received $9 per diem on the road. Waddell
says, ‘“We could buy breakfast for 50 cents, dinner for $1 and
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we'd come home with money in our
pockets.”)

Wrigley stressed that the girls played
baseball, not softball, Initially, they pitched
underhand, but by 1947 overhand became
the standard. Ball sizes decreased six times,
from 12 to 10 inches. Distances between
bases and between the pitcher’s mound and
home plate increased with the years. In spite
of the accent on femininity, the girls played
according to men's rules and learned
baseball discipline from coaches with pro-
fessional experience.

Allington had played in minor leagues
before assuming leadership of the Peaches,
a position he held for seven and a half
seasons. To make his team the most
knowledgeable about rules, he gave written
quizzes, followed by discussions, every mor-
ning when the team traveled. “Our rule
book was our Bible," says Waddell. “If a
Peach argued with an umpire, she knew
what the heck she was arguing about.”

Other rules governed the public lifestyles
of these diamond darlings. Each team's
chaperone served as disciplinarian, trainer,
confidante and sometimes substitute parent,
especially for teenagers. Breaking the rules
meant heavy dues to pay. Smoking or drink-
ing alcoholic beverages in public meant in-
mediate dismissal, Waddell recalls a forbid-
den adventure undertaken with two other
rookies, Marie “Boston” Mansficld and
Marilyn “Jonesy™ Jones. First, by driving
to Kenosha to watch the rival Comets play,
they broke the rule against rookies going out
of town. Then, confesses Waddell, “We
fraternized with Kenosha kids, rode around
town in a car and went into a tavern—we
did everything wrong. But,” she grins,
remembering the successful escapade, “we
didn’t get caught.”

" Such an event seems innocent compared
with today’s rash of drug abuse and gambl-
ing charges against professional ball players.
The public bemoans character flaws in
celebrities, but they applaud and admire
achievement. Besides Key and Kamenshek,
Rockford fans doted on players such as Olive
Little who pitched the league's first perfect
game and Carolyn Morris who pitched two
no-hit, no-run games in one season. Ruth
Richard caught two back-to-back, no-hit
games in a playoff series. “Snookie™ Har-
rell Doyle won recognition as the league’s
outstanding shortstop. To Helen *“Nicky”
Nicol Fox, ERA didn't mean equal rights
amendment, but rather earned run average.
She chalked up a career 1.89 era, as im-
pressive as the five consecutive shutouts she
pitched.in 1949, Mansfield's pitching coupl-
ed with her Boston accent and natural beau-
ty made her a standout on the ficld and off.
Ace Rose Gacioch pitched the league’s on-
ly 20-game winning season in 1951. And
how could fans not worship Jackie
“Scrounge” Kelley who played every posi-
tion, including pitcher?

But Rockford loved all the Peaches and
vied for ways to honor, to entertain and to
care for them. The 1950 Rockford vehicle

ROCKFORD MAGAZINE/JULY 1989

stickers depicted a Peach at bat. Organiza-
tions and businesses such as the Rotary,
Lions and Kiwanis clubs, the Fraternal

Order of Eagles, and the Sundstrand Cor-

poration honored Peach personnel at lun-
cheons and dinners. Prominent citizens serv-
ed as volunteers on the board of directors.
Chaperones Marie Timm, Mildred Lundahl
and Dottie Green, charged with securing
approved housing, seldom had to search.
Fans called them. Avid supporters, the
homeowners treated the girls as daughters.
Waddell struck a bargain with her landlady,
Ferne Clint. “I hated to iron and she disliked
dishwashing,” Waddell says, “so she did my
laundry and I did the dishes.”

Like most fans, “we never missed a
game," recalls Connie Pagles Baxter. Once
a year the Stanley Pagles family invited the
Peaches to their farm. The girls played
horseshoes, rode the tractor and inspected
the barn while Connie’s mother prepared a
country meal of chicken, mashed potatoes,
gravy and sweet corn. Earlier she had
decorated the tables with dolls in Peaches
uniforms. That friendship resulted in Con-
nie serving as bat girl for four seasons, Now
she’s a school bus driver and show director
for the Ski Broncs.

Another bat gitl, seventh-grader Doris
Calacurcio, lived across the street from
Beyer Stadium. She and other girls on park
district teams watched the Peaches practice.
Usually, after dismissing the players, Coach
Allington would work with the youngsiers
for a few hours. “If you're serious about
ball, you have to play—not only practice,’
he advised Doris, who was eager to be a
Peach. Later, as a high school sophomore,
she signed to play summer ball with the
Chicago Comets, a league farm team.
Today, Doris Calacurcio Johnson is a local
antique dealer.

As if returning the city’s love for them,
some of the Peaches became permanent
residents, Today, five former Peaches still
live here 35 years after the league’s demise.
Ruhnke married Tony Sanvitis in 1946 and
played one more year, Retired now from
J.L. Clark, she bowls four times a week.

Dottie Ferguson Key, an only child, grew
up in a small Manitoba, Canada, town, Ear-
ly on, she played ice hockey with
neighborhood boys and if not for World War
I1, would have competed in 1942’s Olym-
pic speed skating. Later, while playing on
a girls softball team in Winnipeg, she caught
the eye of AAGBL scouts.

Ferguson signed with the Peaches in 1945
and played through 1954. Originally a
second baseman, her strong throwing arm
and speedy legs made her an ideal candidate
for centerfield, “I thought I was being
demoted to centerfield,” she says, “but I
learned to love it” While still a Peach,
Ferguson married her Canadian boyfriend,
Donald Key, who had followed her to
Rockford. Today, Peaches fans can relive
memories over a cup of coffee at the Dixie
Cream Donut Shop with Dottie Key,
who works there part-time. (Her signaling

THE 1949
LEAGUE-CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM
(TOP) WAS COACHED BY BILL
ALLINGTON; 1947's TEAM BY

BILL EDWARDS.
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partner, Kamenshek, retired in 1952 after
nine years as a Peach. She pursued a
graduate degree in physical therapy from
Marquette University and now resides in
Anaheim, California.)

Helen Waddell grew up in Le Moyne,
Pennsylvania, playing softball with five older
brothers. A natural athlete, she excelled in
high school games and tried out for the
AAGBL in 1949. She signed a contract with
the South Bend Blue Sox in 1950. Traded
to Rockford before the season began, she
played two seasons as a utility infielder,
retiring after her marriage to Neil Wyatt.
Having quit playing, she never attended as
a spectator, “I couldn't stand to watch,” she
says, “after being a part of it.” Now at AM-
CORE Bank’s Data Center, Waddell serves
as a filing coordinator.

Barbara Thompson experienced the thrill
of a lifetime signing with the Peaches.
Unlike some rookies, dismissed after a few
weeks, Thompson remained on the roster
in 1951 and for part of the next year as the
fourth outfielder. But when cut mid-season
in 1952, she thought her world had collaps-
ed. Chaperone Dottie Green eased the
disappointment. Soon Thompson realized
that the August cut created perfect timing

to enroll in nurses training, her previous
career goal. Since then Peaches fans may
have recognized her either as the nurse in
the office’of Donald Wrork, MD, or as a
surgical nurse at Rockford Memorial
Hospital. ,

Instead of signing a second contract—
subject to homesickness, she hated living out
of a suitcase and staying nights in a hotel
room on the road—Jurgensmeier married
Ronald Carroll of Rockford, She continued
to play amateur ball and then coached Lit-
tle League when her three sons played. Now
she gives advice to East High School players
at the request of coaches Mike and Dave
Carroll, her sons,

Wrigley sold his franchise interest in
1944, but league ownership remained in a
central office. In 1950, management and
operations transferred to local owners. Soon
the league experienced a decline. The war
had ended. Gas rationing no longer existed.
People could travel freely. They could watch
major league games on television. And the
league found it increasingly hard to recruit
girls who could pitch overhand. Attendance
slacked. Finances dwindled. One by one,
teams dropped out until by 1954 only five
remained.

That year in Rockford, the last-place
Peaches drew only 100 fans per game. Adult
ticket prices rose to an all-time high of 90
cents. In financial distress, the board of
directors withdrew from the league. “We
never received our last two weeks' pay,” says

Key. “And I even drove my own car to the
final games!” Following the Septéember 5,
1954, - championship game between the
Daisies and the Lassies, other team owners
voted to suspend the 1955 season. The All-
American Girls Professional Ball League
ended its 12-year history. But the Peaches
still live in the hearts of some of their fans,
“If they started the team again,” Sharp says,
“I'd be the first in line for season tickets”

Not to be forgotten in the annals of
baseball history, the entire All American
Girls Ball League made it into the
Cooperstown (New York) Baseball Hall of
Fame in November 1988. The eight-by-cight-
foot “Women in Baseball” exhibit includes
the evolution of ball sizes, pictures of a few
stars, including Kamenshek (and Peaches
cha?enme Dottie Green treating a bruised
thigh), a complete roster of participants and
three uniforms. Inside the neckline of
Number 12, a label reads, “Rockford
Peaches road uniform worn by Dottic Key.”

Alone at the exhibit at the end of the
dedication weekend, one of baseball’s
famous and beloved women felt tears well-
ing in her eyes. In a reflective mood, Key
talks of her experience. “Without it, I could
never have traveled and seen as much as I
did,” she says. “I met all kinds of people,
Baseball made my life. Now I've left part
of me there for history” W

—Peggy Dahlberg Jensen is a Contributing
Editor to Rockford Magazine.
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Her form looks nearly faultless as Dorothy (Mickey)
Maguire, catcher with the Muskegon, Michigan, Lassies,

By Jack Fincher

The ‘Belles of the
Ball Game’ were
1 hit with their fans

When the Girls of Summer played for pay,
they proved women did not have to sacrifice

their femininity to excel in a man’s world
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takes a healthy cut during a géme in 1947. ngﬁ hems,
long socks were de rigueur in All-American League.

Visitors to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown,
New York, were mystified one weekend last fall to
behold an ebullient throng of older women trooping
around the place as if they owned it Which, in a
manner of speaking, they did. Once, those senior citi-
zens were the glamorous Girls of Summer—stars of the
only professional female baseball league this country
ever had. Playing for teams with such unabashedly
sexist names as the Chicks, the Peaches and the Lassies,
they swung for the fences, barreled down the base
paths and signed autographs for their adoring fans just
like big-league ballplayers. But they weren't merely
shadows of their male counterparts. They added dash
and excitement to the national pastime and, in so
doing, made it uniquely their own. Sportswriters
dubbed them the “Queens of Swat” and the “Belles of
the Ball Game.” They called each other “Moe" and
“Tiby,” “Nickie” and “Pepper,” “Jeep” and “Flash.”
They rode stuffy buses from city to city, played six
games a week and doubleheaders on Sunday, and
dreaded the day in September when the grueling
season would come to an end. Now, aging in body but
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previous year, Sams, who was a center fielder and
pitcher, was voted the league's most valuable playe

Doris Sams, another of the pennant-winning Lassies,
unlimbers her arm during spring training in 1948. The
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The "“Queens of Swat” have put
on a few years since their playing '
days, but not many pounds. At
top (from the left), Joanne Winter,
Sophic Kurys, Garolyn Morris
and Jane Stoll recapture a feeling
for the game at a stadium in
Arizona. Below, Sophie Kurys
slides into second base during
spring training. In bottom row
(from the left), Joanne Winter,
Carolyn Morris show their stuff
in the days before the league
went (o overhand pitching, and
Jane Stoll deftly snags a line
drive for a publicity photograph.
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ageless in spirit, they were in town to attend the unveil-
ing of a new permanent exhibition in their honor.

Dedicated to “Women in Baseball,” the intriguing
collection of uniforms, photographs and trophies sa-
Iutes the 545 athletes from the United States, Cuba and
Canada who were part of the All-American Girls Pro-
fessional Baseball League (AAGPBL) from its incep-
tion in 1943 to its demise 12 years later. It is an
impressive tribute, and one so richly deserved that
most of the heretofore unsung heroines can't under-
stand what took so long. As one of them pointedly
noted in Cooperstown: “It doesn’t say ‘Men's Baseball
Hall of Fame,' does it?”

No, it most assuredly does not. But then, the Girls of
Summer didn't always play as if they were destined to
be enshrined in any hall of fame, men's or women’s,
Take, for example, the chilly night in June 1943 when
the Racine, Wisconsin, Belles took the home field
against the South Bend, Indiana, Blue Sox.

The setting was Horlick Field, 2 windy old wooden
stadium near Lake Michigan with a hand-posted
scoreboard and dim floodlights. At that early stage of
the league’s development, the girls were playing modi-
fied softball, not hardball. The distance between the
bases was a little longer, there were nine players on a
side (instead of the usual ten), and a runner was al-
lowed to take a lead off base and steal. The Racine and
South Bend pitchers pinned the high-hemmed skirts of
their one-piece uniforms, so as to take nothing away
from their speed and control, but they still had trouble
getting the ball over the plate and holding runners on
base. The fielders had problems, too, and when the
comedy of errors was over, the Blue Sox had drawn
nine walks and two wild pitches, made seven miscues,
stolen 17 bases and won 12 to 6. “A crowd of 683 cash
customers turned out despite the cool weather,” report-
ed the Racine Journal Times, “but the temperature
was nothing compared to the chill they received from
the two hours and 35 minutes of how not to play.”

That, as it turned out, was the exception to the rule.
The league went on to include as many as ten teams
and attract more than a million enthusiastic fans a sea-
son. The pitching shifted to overhand in 1948, the ball
got smaller, the base paths got longer and the caliber
of play got better and better. Max Carey, a Pittsburgh
Pirates Hall of Famer who managed the Milwaukee
Chicks and was the league president for six years,
called a 14-inning contest between the Rockford,
Illinois, Peaches and the Racine Belles the “greatest”
game he had ever seen, male or female.

It was the final meeting of the 1946 championship

In January, Jack Fincher wrote about the 1918-19
influenza epidemic. He has also reported in these pages
on lightning, radio mechanics and tumbleweeds.

series. Pitcher Carolyn Morris of the Peaches had a
no-hitter going for nine innings, but in the 12th inning
Rockford manager Bill Allington took her out. Pitch-
ing for the Belles was Joanne Winter, who had sur-
vived one close call after another, “I was getting
banged all over the place and watching my teammates
make these tremendous plays behind me,” recalls Win-
ter, who now teaches golf in Scottsdale, Arizona.
“They got 13 hits off me but never scored.” The game
was decided in the bottom half of the 14th inning
when the Belles’ scrappy second baseman, Sophie
Kurys, slid across home plate with the winning run. “I
got a base hit, stole second and was on my way to steal
third when Betty Trezza [the Belles’ shortstop] hit it
into right field and 1 slid into home,” says Kurys, a
retired businesswoman also living in Scottsdale. “It was
real close, but I was safe.” Kurys stole 201 bases that
year, a professional record no one in any league has
even managed to approach.

It wasn'’t all fun and games

Ken Sells, the AAGPBL's first president, is a robust,

83-year-old retiree living in Paradise Valley, Arizona, '

not far from where several major-league baseball
teams stage their spring training, He maintains that
although female baseball players enjoyed themselves
and made reasonably good money, they had a serious
mission to accomplish. “They proved,” he says, “that
women didn't have to sacrifice their femininity to be
standouts in what was then a man's world.”

That's one of the things Philip K. Wrigley had in
mind when he decided to start up a women’s league
in 1942. The chewing-gum magnate and owner of the
Chicago Cubs baseball team was afraid the wartime
draft might shut down the major leagues altogether;
a number of minor-league teams had already been
forced to suspend operations, If the big leagues did
fold, Wrigley reasoned, it might be possible to transfer
a professional women's league into those parks. But the
major leagues got through the war years intact and
consequently the AAGPBL remained in a number of
smaller Midwestern towns and cities, where factory
workers had money to spend but couldn’t travel much
because of gas rationing.

In the early 1940s, amateur softball leagues for
women were thriving in thousands of communities all
over the country. Wrigley decided to skim the best
players off those teams, winnow the candidates down
to a select few, and then use that reservoir of talent to
set up his new play-for-pay league.

Wrigley contributed the major share of the start-up
costs and also footed half the operating expenses of
each team. (Local supporters in the four charter cities—
Rockford, Illinois; Racine and Kenosha, Wisconsin;
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Remembering the Givls of Summer

Merle Keagle of the Grand Rapids Chicks disputes
umpire Al Chapman's call in Florida exhibition game.
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and South Bend, Indiana—guaranteed the other half.)
As a savvy baseball man and shrewd entrepreneur, he
knew what he wanted and he understood how to go
about getting it. He drew upon the Cubs organization
for executive talent and scouts, and he persuaded his
friend Branch Rickey, the respected general manager
of the Brooklyn Dodgers (and later the Pittsburgh
Pirates) to serve as an adviser and trustee. )

Wrigley also understood the importance of image.
His league would have nothing to do with the kind of
short-haired, mannishly dressed toughies then touring
the country on several all-girl barnstorming teams. As
one of Wrigley's associates put it, the new league's
athletes would be expected to epitomize “the highest
ideals of womanhood.” The order went down to Ken
Sells, the Cubs’ assistant general manager and head
of the AAGPBL: at the league tryouts in Chicago
that spring, Mr. Wrigley expected to see nothing but
healthy, wholesome, “all-American” girls.

In May 1943, more than a hundred of the best female
softball players in North America registered at the
Belmont Hotel in Chicago, and then assembled for
tryouts and spring training at the Cubs’ Wrigley Field.
Most of them were underage, overawed, homesick and
as green as the outfield grass. Jane (Jeep) Stoll, pres-
ently a resident of Phoenix, went to Chicago as a recent
high school graduate from rural Pennsylvania. “I had
never ridden on a train,” she says. “I sat up all night in
a Pullman car because I didn't understand how that
seat was gonna be my bed.”

Sophie Kurys was 17.when she showed up in Chi-
cago, a taciturn Polish Ukrainian from Flint, Michi-
gan. “It was raining when 1 got there. I told them 1
wanted to turn around and go right back home. They
moved me in with some older girls, and probably told
them to mother me a bit. The next day the sun was
shining and I felt fine.”

Girls. It was always “girls,” never “women,” and in
their recollections it remains so today.

“Oh my, what nice eyes you have”

The players soon found that they were in for more
than they had bargained for. After getting up at dawn
and working out all day, they were required to attend
charm school in the evening. The classes were con-
ducted by representatives of the Helena Rubinstein
cosmetics company, who taught the athletes how to put
on makeup, get in and out of a car, and put on a coat
with seemly grace. The girls also learned how to enun-
ciate correctly and how to charm a date (look right
at him and say: “Oh my, what nice eyes you have”).

. To avoid getting dirt under their fingernails when slid-

ing on the base paths, they were told to scratch a bar
of soap before the game.
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Charm school fit right in with the league’s so-called
femininity concept. It produced a lot of good public-
ity but it was also a big pain in the neck—or knee, or
calf. “It wasn’t easy to walk around in high heels with a
book on your head when you had a charley horse,”
remembers Lavone (Pepper) Paire Davis, who played
shortstop and catcher for three teams and is now en-
joying retirement in Van Nuys, California.

At the end of that first training camp, Wrigley’s four
managers selected the 60 best players and divided them
up, as equally as possible, into four teams. Then it
was time to “play ball.” The players were paid between
$65 and $125 a week. The 108-game “split” season
lasted for three months, with the winner of the first
half playing the winner of the second half in a cham-
pionship series at the end.

The slugger who became a nun

That premiere season had barely gotten under way
before a new generation and gender of baseball per-
sonalities began to shine. One of them was a statuesque
redhead named Ann Harnett. She hit the ball well  Anna Mae O’Dowd of Chicago Colleens holds mirror,
enough to finish as one of the league’s best batters in  her teammate Beverly Hatzell Volkert fixes makeup.

1943. Eventually the charismatic slugger became a
nun and coached a boys' team at a Catholic school.
One day, a former AAGPBL executive recalls, a nun
dropped by and asked, “How're the boys upstairs?” She
was referring, of course, to Wrigley and his associates.

For a decade, the AAGPBL teams—each consisting
of 15 players, a manager, a chaperone and a driver—
rattled around the heartland, trailblazing a path of
equal opportunity where no women's professional
sport had ever gone before. Everywhere they went,
they won new fans—and kept them. “Maybe at first the
men came out to see the legs,” says Pepper Paire Davis.
“But they stuck around when they realized they were
seeing a darn good brand of baseball.”

For managers, the league reached into the ranks of
old-time ballplayers, many of whom came and went
trailing faded dreams of glory. Bill Wambsganss of the
Cleveland Indians, the only man ever to pull off an
unassisted triple play in the World Series, always carried
around a yellowed press clipping to prove it. Others,
like the famous Red Sox slugger Jimmie Foxx, pre-
served their cherished memories in a bottle.

Chaperones protected the morals of the players at
home as well as on the road. The girls were officially
forbidden to drink, gamble, violate curfew, wear shorts
or slacks in public, or go out on dates alone without
permission and an interview of the prospective swain.
A good thing, too. “My mother wouldn't let me play
until I convinced her we'd be chaperoned,” remembers WP ¢ PRI 0
Betty (Moe) Trezza of Brooklyn. Dorothy Schroeder, all-star shortstop who played

Quite a few of the girls were underage and the 12 years in the league, scoops one up for photographer.
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league kept a particularly close €ye on them. Thelma
(Tiby) Eisen, who was an outfielder with three differ-
ent teams between 1944 and 1952, had an admirer
when she was a rookie who followed her on a road
trip. He checked into the same hotel one night and
invited her up to his room before they went out to
dinner. “I wasn't there three minutes before there was
a knock at the door,” Eisen says. “It was the house
detective wanting to know what was going on.”

Some chaperones knew their baseball; others did
not. “We had one who was famous for yelling things
like, ‘Hit a home run, honey, and we win!’” Sophie
Kurys recalls. “The only trouble was, we would be four
runs behind in the bottom of the ninth with two out
and the bases empty.” Some chaperones had other
priorities. Shirley Jameson of Albuquerque remembers
going to bat in a tense situation only to be restrained by
her chaperone. “Oh, my dear,” the woman exclaimed.
“You don't have your lipstick on!”

Off the field, chaperones sometimes had their work
cut out for them. Maddy English, a third baseman for
the Racine Belles who now lives in Everett, Massachu-
setts, once told a sportswritef who wouldn’t stop
pestering her: “If you don't leave me alone, I'm going

~

Rockford Peaches chaperone Dottie Green attends
to a “strawberry” on leg of player Lois Florreich.

to jump in Lake Michigan.” He didn't. She did, and
had to be fished out. Other infatuations were less
threatening. Sophie Kurys had a fan club of 11- and
12-year-old boys in Racine, one of whom invited her
home for a porkchop dinner one afternoon before a
game, Faye Dancer, an exuberant centex fielder for the
Fort Wayne Daisies who now resides in Santa Monica,
California, got a letter from a G.I. in France after her
picture appeared in Life magazine. “ am not propos-
ing,” he wrote, “but I have about $1,000 and an old
jalopy in New Jexsey, I am footloose and fancy free,
and I can settle anyplace.”

Dolly got beaned behind the ear

On the field, there were times when the Girls of
Summer could have used some protection from one
another. Action was replete with daring plays along
the base paths, brushbacks at the plate and painful
“strawberries” from sliding hard in short skirts. One
day Dolly Pearson Tesseine was playing shortstop for
the Daisies when the opposing pitcher came barreling
into second base and spiked her. “Next time you do
that, I'm gonna jam the ball down your throat,” Dolly
said. When Dolly came up to bat, the pitcher knocked
her down instead. Nobody got hurt that time, but when
Dolly was batting in an exhibition game one day, she
was hit right behind the ear by a pitch,

The players acted like women on and off the field.
Pretty June Peppas of the Kalamazoo (foxmerly Mus-
kegon) Lassies performed a little shimmy when batting
that her fans called the “Peppas wiggle.” But some-
times in the heat of a game the girls played just as reck-
lessly as men. Once Alma (Ziggy) Ziegler of the Grand
Rapids Chicks was playing second base when the batter
hit a ground ball to the shortstop with a runner on
first. The shortstop tossed the ball to Ziggy for a
force-out at second and Ziggy threw to first for the
double play. The runner, however, came into second
base standing instead of sliding; the ball smacked into
her and she was called out for interference. “I didn't
throw at her,” Ziggy recalls innocently. “She ran into
the ball.”

So intense was the play, sometimes even the umpires
weren't safe out there. Pepper Paire Davis will never
forget the time she knocked down Lou Rymkus, a
hulking future all-pro football player who was moon-
lighting as an umpire. After sliding in at second, she
whirled around to protest Rymkus’ call and her fist
inadvertently caught him square on the chin. The big
guy ended up flat on his back. "I guess you know, Pep-
per,” Rymkus murmured apologetically as he looked

" up at her, “that I gotta throw you out.” Pepper knew.

In the scant free time they had to themselves, the
players managed to raise a little hell every now and
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Nelda Bird and Pepper Paire Davis belt out the league
song in 1947: “We're all for one and one for ail ...”

then. Joanne Winter got together with a teammate one
night and tried to pass off two ladies of the evening on
their manager as the new rookies he was expecting.
Pepper Paire Davis and Faye Dancer occasionally
hoisted a few beers together in a local cemetery to
escape the prying eyes of townspeople, who tended to
regard the players as kid sisters. “We were just kids
having fun,” recalls Dottie Collins of Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana. “Not until it was all over did we look back and
realize we had been pioneers.”

It is clear, too, that ultimately they played with great
skill and polish. After watching shortstop Dorothy
Schroeder of Sadorus, Illinois, work out one day, Cubs
manager Charlie Grimm said, “If she was a boy, I'd
give $50,000 for her.” Wally Pipp, one of the best
glovemen in the business when he played first base
for the New York Yankees in the early 1920s, called
Dorothy Kamenshek of Anaheim, California, “the fan-
ciest fielding first baseman 've ever seen—man or
woman.” Fort Lauderdale of the Florida International
Baseball League once tried to buy her contract from
the AAGPBL. Not long ago, after watching rare film
footage of the league at its peak, a member of the

Society for American Baseball Research enthused,,

“The way they were throwing the ball was unbeliev-
able, It looked as though they were as good as men.”

96

They weren’t quite. They lacked the requisite
power. No one in the league ever hit more than 16
home runs (though, granted, the fences in most ball-
parks were never moved in). But some old-timers re-
member seeing Triple-A players take practice cuts at
the plate against the likes of Jean Faut Eastman (who
posted 140 wins in eight years with the South Bend
Blue Sox and had a combined earned run average of
1.23) and come up empty. '

Casey’s mother played center field

The league's second year, 1944, was the last for
Wrigley and Sells, since it became obvious the war
wasn't going to close down the majors after all.
Wrigley sold his interest to At Meyerhoff, his Chicago
advertising man, and gradually owniship passed on to
Jocal boards in each town. Franchises at first flourished
but then attendance sputtered fitfully until after the
Korean War, when televised big-league baseball finally
killed the AAGPBL forever. Whereupon the players,
most still in their athletic prime, put down their bats
and balls and gloves, and went on to raise families and
often to coach their children. (It has been said of
Helen Callaghan St. Aubin's son, Casey Candaele of
the Houston Astros, that he “runs just like his mother.”
That's a compliment. His mother played center field
for the Daisies.) They also started energetic careexs in
everything from pro golf, pro bowling and school-
teaching, to anesthesiology and statistical analysis.
The game seemed forever behind them. To most
people they met, in fact, it was as if such,a thing as
women's baseball could never exist. When the subject
came up, as Pepper Paire Davis told Sports Heritage
magazine in 1987, “They'd do a doubletake and say,
“You mean softball.’ And I'd say again, ‘No, I mean
baseball.’ And after I'd say it about the fourth or fifth
time, they'd say, ‘You mean . . . baseball? Like men’s
baseball? Like with a hardball?’ And from the loo! -
their eyes, 1 could see that they stilkdidn’t b 2ve me:
You can look 'em right in the eye ar™* “ay “baseball,
and they'll look you right back and say ‘softball.’”
Not until 1982 did persistent letter writing and spur-
of-the-moment phone calls result in the league’s first
official reunion in Chicago. A second followed four
years later in Fort Wayne, where, after a chorus of
“The Old Gray Mare,” the Fort Wayne Daisies’ veter-
ans defeated the Michigan-Illinois-Wisconsin team 8-3
in four innings. About that same time, the more active
members of the league launched a letter-writing cam-
paign aimed at persuading the curators at Coopers-
town to develop a special exhibit recognizing their
contributions to baseball. The players association or-
ganized in 1987 and then came third reunion last year
in Scottsdale, complete with the kind of high jinks the



Girls of Summer were famous for—shorting sheets,
shave-creaming cars, coating light bulbs with Limburger
cheese, filling Oreo cookies with toothpaste and post-
ing a teammate’s phone extension on the motel bulle-
tin board under “Room Service—All Hours.”

Out of all the comradery emerged a serious sense of
purpose about making the Baseball Hall of Fame, a
dream that was realized last fall. Now some league
supporters have their sights set on a commemorative
postage stamp. But more than that, as life's bottom of
the ninth approaches, many want somehow to pass
their overflowing goodwill and shared remembrances
on to another generation of women athletcs—athletes
like Julie Croteau, for example, a freshman who started
at first base this past spring on the men's varsily
baseball team at St. Mary's College, a liberal arts school
in Maryland. This summer she's sharpening her skills
as a member of a semiprofessional team, “If there was a
women's league today,” she says, “I'm sure 1'd be in it.
But it’s hard for me to think of playing baseball with
girls. I've been playing with men all my life.”

Retired from her post-baseball job in electronics,
Davis plays catch at a park near her California home.

The “Women in Baseball” exhibition at Coopers-
town seems (o suggest that immortality in sports need
not be limited to the newspaper clippings of a Bill
Wambsganss. Or even to the poignant newsletter wish
list crafted one recent Christmas by Pepper Paire
Davis. With the same verve she once employed pro-
testing close calls at home plate, Davis wrote:

Give us the lust back,

In the loving and the living,
And the joy back

In the sharing and the giving!
Put the glow back in our face,
That shows we enjoyed the race.
The laughter back in our hearts,
The youth and the strength,
Till death do us part!

No one ever wins that kind of appeal in an argument
with the ump, of course. But as every ballplayer knows,
if you raise enough hell this time, the next decision just
might go your way.

Her career batting average was only .225 but Davis’
sense of humor endeared her to players and fans alike.
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By Nancy Randle

Ir’s 1987, AND SFRING IS IN THE AIR.
AS DUSK SETTLES ON A WHITE FRAME
FARMHOUSE ON THE QUTSKIRTS OF
SADORUS, ILL. (POP. 800), DOTTIE
SCHROEDER AND HER TWO BROTHERS
GULP DOWN THEIR SUPPER AND BOLT
FROM THE TABLE. TEEY RUN LIKE
CRAZY PAST-A HUGE RED-AND-WHITE
STRIPED BARN TO THE PASTURE BE-
YOND. }1°S TIME FOR THBEIR TWILIGHT
RITUAL. IS TIME TO FLAY BALL
‘THE LAST RAYS OF SUNLIGET GLIS-
TEN ON THE CORNFIELDS AS THE
SCHROEDER KIDS ASSEMELE IN THRIR
MAEE-BELIEVE BALLPAHRK WHERE
LIVESTOCK GRAZED EARLIER IN THE
DAY. THERE'S NO MONEY FOR FANCY
EQUIPMENT, 80 THEY DO WHAT CHIL~
DREN DO—TRANSFORM THE OBDI-
NARY INTO THE MIRACULOUS., A
SMALL TREE TRUNK HECOMES A BAT,
THEIR BASERALL IS IMAGINARY.

Dottie lines up at home plate.
Brother Don delivers the pitch, and
with a toes of her pigtails, the young
girl *hits” n screaming lne drive
past an imaginary second base. She
runa like the wind, civeling the field
to the roar of an imaginary audience
as she revels in the glory of the
grume. She's ronning for » home run,
and she's running headlong into a
future exceeding her wildest
dreams.

Six years later, 14-year-old Dottie
and her dad climb aboard the train
that speeds past their farm every
day. They're on their way to St.
Louis and preliminary tryouts for
the All-American Giris Professional
Baseball League. Walter Henry
Schroeder had read about; this new
league in the Chicago Tribune. The
inspiration of Chicago Cubs ownen
PE. Wriglay, the league was tha first
such professional eggregation'for
women in the country.

Schroeder figured his daugl
nad a pretty fair chanca to make the
grade., She would and then some. In
8t Louis, Dottie Schroeder would
survive the cut from 65 fo 2; torn 15
om her way to Wriglay Field for final
tryouts; maka the second cut to pluy
with one of the first tesms in the
league; become an All-Star shortstop
in 1952-54; and be the only woman
to play all 12 years of America’s anly

(Continued on page 12)

Nancy Randle is a fres-lance writer
based in Los Angeles.
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Time at bat

Continued

professional women's league.

Dottie spitomized the kind of
fresh-faced young women who trav.
eled from nll avar the country to join
the AAGPBL and become local
herves in the Midwest. Subsﬁtu\‘e a
name and a few details and youw've
sot Phyllis “Sugar” Keehn. Or So-
phie Kurys: Or “Thrrible Terry™ Don-
abue, ‘Or Doris Sams, Or Alma
‘Zlm’ Ziegler. Or Faye Dancer.

ities ran thi gamut
Ehm ouu-n,ganux to subdued, but
their backgrounds and character
were similar. They were young: aver-
age age 20. They were innocant: For
most, it was their first time away
from home. The majority grew up in
small towns, in families of maodest
means, and would rather play base-
ball than eat.

By 1948, their Izafu.a grow o 10
teams and attracted more than a
million fans. These Sweethearts of
Swat playved in dresses on teams
that sported such names as Chicks,
Lassies and Daisies. Their stars
rigked up stats worthy of many
major leaguers. They fulfilled their
dreams at & time when most of us
are just boginning to conceive them.
Along the way, they created & pre-
eminent momant in baseball, femi-
nism and American history that al-
most drifted into the past un-
recognized and untold.

Long one of the nation’s best-kept
fessional Baseball League has
crossed the threshold from anonymi-
ty to renown. In the fall of 1988
Coo) wn's National Baseball
Hall pf Fame unveiled 8 “Women in
Baseball” exhibit. The collection of
tarnished trophies, faded pho-
tographs and unique uniforms hon-
ors the 5456 women from the United
States, Canada and Cuba who
served in the league from 1948 until
it ended in 1964

“My fiset are not hitting the floor
yet,” ﬁ)mnrMVPDamSum toldz
flmmak ing the
ny, her immense pride mirroring
that of her baseball buddies as recog-
nition of their leagus grows.

They are gathering in theaters
this month to watch their achieve-
ments immortalized in director
Penny Marshall’s movie “A League
of Their Own,” which is set in 1943
and stars Geena Davis, Tom Hanks
and Madonna. The comedy/drama
is written by Babaloo Mandel and
Lowell Ganz, the screenwriters he-
hind hits such as “City Slickers”
and “Parenthood.”

ONE DAY [N THE FALL OF 1942 PHILIP
K. Wrigiey, chowing-gum magnata
and owner of the Cubs, summoned
Ken Sells, the club’s assistant, gener-
al manager, to his office. The Office
of War Information had warned
Wrigley thit the drafting of major-

Ieagus playors to sarvo in Tr
I might noos of
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Dorothy Kamenshek of
the Rockford Peaches.

big-leagae bassball (a move that

nover materializad). “We've got to

have something to put in the ball-

s;:k nm‘:lsear. Find something,”
i Salls.

two men and the Cubs board
of directors brainstormed and came
up with wsolution: a women's base-
bal lmm These “helles of this ball"

would entertain a warweary public
trapped in medium and small towns
by gas rationing. 1f the major
leagues folded, Wrigley wonld move
their games into the big-league sta-
diums.

Millionaire anley supplied start-
up tost and i
the teams for the firat, two yeara. In
1945 he sold off his interest ta Art
Meyerhoff, his Chicago advertising
man. Meyerhoff handled publicity
end management of the league, local
businesimen from sponsoring cities
awned the teama and Salls took oo
thia job of presidant of the AAGEBL.
“We only had about nine months to
pull it off;” remembers Sells, now an
active 86-year-old living in Scotts-
dale, Anz.

Seouts fanmed out across the Unit
ed States and Canada to recruit the
best female athletes They cnlled the
ranks of the enormously popular
women's softhall teams and held try-
outs around the country. League can-
didates were offered the tempting
wages of from $50 to $126 a week—
salaries that meant a player’s in-
come often surpassed her father's.

In May the finalists traveled to
Chicago and Wrigley Field, site of
the deciding tryouts and the first
spring training. The atmosphere
crackied with anticipation.

Downers Grove resident Koehn re-
calls her moment of acceptance with
crystal clarity. She got a signal from
scout Jimmy Hamilton te follow him
up to the Cubs' affice above the

“T's havd to describe the
joy of that momant,” she says, slip-
ping into a tearful silence and strug-
gling for compasure. “Talk ahout
being on Cloud Nina. Thay offered
me $60 & weak to play with the
Renosha Comets That wes twics the

* money I made on my job as a secre-

tary at Oscar Mayer. I couldn’t be-

The league’s halance between superb athletics and
feminine wiles took the sting out of potential oritics.

NATIONAL BASEBALL LIBRARY PHOTO
Dottle Schroeder scores for the Kalamazoo Lassles.

City:
Rockford
South Bend
Kenosha
Racine
Milwaukes
M i
Fort Wayne
Grand Rapids
Peoria

Muskegon
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lieve it- I was going to
what I loved to do mot
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Racine Belles and Ken
Sells picked these citier
offered good ballpar]
proximity to Chicage
easy to supervise.

At 10 a.m on May ]
few took the field to kk
points of an entirely ne
inherited the responsit
ing Wrigley’s vision, :
stipulation that thes
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umazoo Lassies.

City:

Rockford
South Bend
Eemosha
Racine
Milweunkee
Minneapolis
Fort Wayne
Grand Rapids
Peoria
Muskegon
Muskegon
Kalamazoo
Battle Creek
*Chicago
*Springfield

Chicks

Daisies
Chioks
Redwings
Lassies
Belles
Lassies
Belles
Colleens
Salliea

various league publications.

Compiled by former AAGPBL member Faye K. Dancer from

*Official league members in 1948 only; played exhibition games
10 1949-50, also serving es player-development teams.

lieve it. I was going to be paid to do
what [ loved to do most.”

Tho playere selected made up the
first four teams—the Rockford
Peaches, South Bend Blue Sox,
Racine Belles end Kenosha Coraets.
Sells picked these cities becaues thay
offered good ballparks, and their
proximity to Chicago madt them
easy to suparvise.

At 10 a.m. on May 17, the chosen
few taok the field to learn the finar
points of an entirely new geme. Sells
imbrited the responsibility of fulfill-
ing Wrigiey’s vision, including the
stipulation that these teams play
like men. “We rewrote the rules,”

PHOTO BY F.L. SIEGEL JR. STUDIO

steal. There were nine players in-

Chicago’s
“Terrible
Terry”
Donahue
in her
playing
days and

today.

TRIBUNE PHOTO

cusses the disadventages of playing
mldraa,
weren't conduciye to good
Flw. did get some sliding pads
for e and taped them ta mythlglu,
but thsy were too combersome. So
took them off and took my dum:m
with strawberries (severe abrasions).
1had strawberxies on strawberries.
Sometimes now, when I first get up

stead of the nsual ten in softball. in the morning, I have problems
By 1948, the ball had shrunk to  with my thighs™
1 inches, Basepaths were length. Bven players who thought the
ened to 72 fect, the pitching distance  churm ar the rules or the mni-
to 50 feet and, for the first year, the  forms unrsasonable took them in
ball was thrown overhand. stride. 1f you wers i woman in 1943
By tho end of 1854, the ball was 9 and had been hired 1o play baseball
, ﬂnhuyl\h% feetandthe  ina first-class league, puiting your
Years Plaved pitching distance 60 fest. The  hairup in pincurls at night scemed
women--give o toke afootor two— @ small pricato pay.
1948-1954 were playing regulation baseball Thangh it mn;r spam sexist from
19431954 Sells hired such futare Hall of  the vantage poing of the *B0s,
Famers as Max Carey and Jimmie ~ Wrigley und his | pls.yarsuniemd
1843-1951 Foxx to manage the teams andkeep  the natore of the times.
1943-1950 up the quality of the play. is true thet in the age of Rosie the
1044 Riveter women enjoyed freedoms
> dmy'd nover known, they wera tak-
1944 /TEE SECOND PART OF WRIGLEY'S VISION the plsce of men on Iim assem:
1945-1954 ‘ made it imperative for players to iﬂy lines out of necessity. We
19451954 ’ retain their femininity, on the field  outside the home 561l remained a
1946.1951 ; and off. The baseball mogul wemted  mildly suspect antivity, baseball &
" | to avoid the mannish, rough-and-  male preserve. The AAGPBLS bal-
1946-1950-53 " tumble image of contemporary  ance suparb athlotics and
1953-1954 women s softball teams and the feminine wiles took the sking out of
1050-1954 Bloomer Gixls of by-  potential eritics.
gone day iug the command S
1951-1952 “Look Hice woman. Play \
1948 l&cm LEAVING FAMILY AND FRIENDS SEHIND,
1948 Shoulder-lenyth hair wanmanda-  the girls of summer set out in Tick-
tory, makenp essentind, buth onthe  ety, unair- conditionad buses to |
field and off. The rules o publiccon-  bounce around the back roads of |
duct and dress were specific: no  America and hlaze a trail for women
slacks or jeans, no smoking or drink- athletes to cone.
ing, ourfews obsarved. Cl itars Mandel and Gane
traveling with the teams took on the  marvel at their gumption, “What
roles of nurse, mother confessorand  struck us was, what o nervy thing
guardian of the feminine ideal. to do,” Mandel says. “We wantad to
The first three seasons, players at- ganhntmnfynn’miﬂ it 1943
tended charm school as part of  and you're & woman sitting in the
n%g:minmg. Beouticians from  middle of O whu\supmdw
eleng Rubinstein Salon con-  stay home snd marrs the mailmen
| ducted dlassesin 1948; later, Chicage  and hava about 700 kids. And you
i Tribune benuty and fashion oditor  get on thie train and you go to
| Bleanor Nanglo took overinstruction  Chicage to play baseball. Wﬁfup
Sells says. So that first season fans | ‘in makeup, manners and *graceful  whai we've done in this movie if get
watched a hybrid—a blend of soft- ! aocinl deportment nt large.” a sense of, Wow, what a move that
ball and baseball Lavone “Pepper” Paire Davis, a  wasl’”

In the major leagues, the men  shortstop and catcher for three Not avaryone would agree at the
threw a 9-inch ball overhand 60fect ~ teams end now an active retireein  time. One anonymous: writer, in &
6 inches to homs plate and ran on  California, offers one woman's per-  Time magazine piece titled “Ladies
90-foot basepaths. Women's softball ~ spective. of the Little Diamond,” characterized
players underhand, usings ¢~ Allmight lang they expectedusto  thelsague as one of Wrigley's “radi-
12-inch ball. Basepaths were 60 foot swsat and swing and slide, All day  cal ideas,” called women's softhall
and the pl&hmg distance was 48 J lonyg they expected us to gigeloond  umpire Harry Wilsen “henpecled,”
foet. Snftball mies farbade shiding ar ani glide. Did you know that  assessed women players as & “res-
base stealing. ' Tadies glow, they don't swest? We  conable facsimile of the male® end

In the first year of the AAGPBL, thatin charm sehool.” described 2 disagreement bstween
the wamen threw a 12-inch ballun- ~  The vmiforms drew some eriticism ~ two players a “fishwife

derhand 40 feet to home plate.
Basepaths were 66 feat. Runners
were permitted to lead, slide and

for their impracticality. Champion
bage stealer Sophis Eurys still
sounds a little miffed when she dis-

But the condesconding writar
represented a minority voice; the
(Continued on page 14)
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Time at bat

Continued

leagua rapidly won an enthusiastic
audience. The first time out, fans
came for the novelty, but they came
back for a better reason. “They
might come out to see a flying pair
of legs, but they would not have
come back night after night, year
after year if we weren’t out there
playing a darn good game,” Davis
says.

As crowds gathered in grand-
stands in parks illuminated by
moth-bnttered oodlights, they be-
held poetry in motion and an accu-
mulation of first-rate stats.

A scamp named Sophie Kurys
nailed down astonishing stolen-base
marks: 201 for a single season, 1,097
for & lifetime, For purposes of com-
parizon, the Onkland Athletics’ Rick-

ay Honderson, the major leagues’ all-

Madonna in the recently
released movie “A
League of Their Own.”

time leading basestealer, has a
single-season bigh of 130; & career
high of 994 (through the 1991 sea-
son). Kurys did it in eight years;
Henderson amassed his total in 13.

Helen Callaghan St. Anhin, moth-
er of Casey Candaele of the Houston
Astros, won the league's batting title
in her second seasoun with a .299 av-
erage. Newspapera called her a fe-
male Ted Williams. Two-time Player
of the Year Jean Faut Eastman
dominated the overhand pitching
era with a 1.24 career earned-run
average, inciuding two perfect
games. Compare that to all-time
recordholder Walter Johnson's ca-
reer ERA of 2.17.

Considered the best all-around
player in the league, Dorothy Ka-
menshek inspired Wally Pipp, a su-
perb gloveman for the Yankees in
the 1920z, to say she was *the fan-
ciest fielding first baseman I've ever
seen, man or woman.” Kamenshek,
a seven-time all star, turned down
an offer from a minor-league men’s

14 | CaICAGO TRIBUNE MAGAZINE

team to buy out her contract from
the AAGPBL. “Strikeout Queen”
Dottie Wiltse Collins mesmerized
audiences on June 7, 1246, when
she struck out a total of 16 Peoria
Redwings en route to a season high
of 294 strikeouts. The list goes on
and on.

“Tt was just like men play now,”
says Chicago resident Terry Don-
ahue, a sturdy utility player for the
Redwings. “Except we didn't chew
tobaeco.” »

TEE AAGPBL PROS MADE BASEBALL
come alive despite a grueling eched-
ule: six games a week plus a double-
header on Sunday. Davis deseribes a
typical routine: “We'd drive all night
and sleep on the bus, get into a new
town at 10 aum., change our clothes
and be on the field for a doublehead-
erby 11 a.m. on Sunday.”

In 1949, when Chicago uative Ar-
lene Kotil played with the city’s trav-
aling team, the Colleens, they hit 40
different cities in 20 different states
in three months. Her memories of
that blur of activity are still vivid:
daily letters home to family with
every detail of every game and end-
less breaded veal cutlets. “T'd read
the menu from right to left and order
cutlets because they were the cheap-
est. To this day, [ hate breaded veal
cutlets.”

A four-month season conaisted of
a 120-game schedule, plus a cham-
pionship series. Players got four or
five days off during the season.
Teams traveled with 2 mazimum of
15 members, meaning they played
with injuries or, in the case of Dot~
tie Collins, under unasual condi-
tions.

Collins, one of the few married
players, pitched right through her
sixth month of pregnancy, a decision
she made with a progressive doctor
and disclosed only to her manager
and her family. “He said, ‘You'll know
when to quit,’ and I did.” When she
played games at home, Collins, who
today is secretary-treasurer of the
league’s alumni assaciation, cooked
breakfiast, made the beds and did the
dishes every morning before prac-

e,

The veterans of this rigorous sched-
ule love to take good-natured jabs at
the playing habits of today’s baseball
giants. “The men today are a bunch
of bahies,” Koehn sniffs. “If they
have a hangnail, they won't play,”
anarls Californian Faye Dancer, who
would turn cartwhesls and backflips
on her way to centerfield. Adds St.
Anbin, “If one of them has a little
pulled muscle, he doesn't play.”

ACTRESS ROSIE O'DONNELL, WHO PLAYS
Madonns’s best friend in “A"League
of Their Own,” believes the mes-
sage of the movie is, “Be yourself,
go toward what is natural to you,
even if it's baseball in the "¢0s and
supposedly, thet’s not for you."

That's precisely what the All-Amer-
icans did, and their passion for the
game started an epidemic of base-
ball fever.

NATIONAL SASTRALL LiSmARY 0TS

Two Chicago Colleens in 1948, the only year the
team was an official member of the AAGPBL.

The impracticality of the uniforms was a hindrance.
Here ohaperone Dorothy Green attends to a
“strawberry” on the leg of Lois Florreich.

I"leld.mg, p\tchmg and batting
eir hearts out, the players inspired
fierce loyalty in fans—even on for-
eign shores. In Havana, where
spring training was held in 1947,
the AAGPBL's exhibition games
outdrew the Btooklyn Dodgers

the scene to shoot a game and re-
leased the footage in U.S. theaters
under the title “Diamond Gals.”
The newsreel exposed millions of
moviegoers to their skill.

On the home front, families filled
the bleachers on & mghtly basis.

Bodyguards players
to beaches to fend off

oy the privi-
loge of | the women when

fans. Movietone News arrived on

the teams played at home. “They

treated us like queens,”
Donahue called & couple
with Ma and Pa and stz
with them for the n
years.

Townspeople invited
aver for chicken and cor
Kenosha Chamber of
bought corsages for tk
‘When the Rackford Pes
went under, fans rai
money to keep them g
Roehn, who once receiv
for “accidentally” bum:
pire in the heat of en ar
reimbursed by fans
learned of the penalty.

vival, and baseball helps
sane. The All-Americar
hibition games for sold:
camps and jitterbugge:
later at canteens. “We
loved ones over there £
some died,” Pepper Dax
felt it was our job to e
people and keep morale
doing our bit for the we

One of those exhibi
made baseball histor;
known,” Koehn says, '
not the Chicago Cubs
the first night game
Field. On July 1, 1943,
teams from the AAGP,
night exhibition game
gigantic WAG reeruitin

o

BEING A LOCAL HERO OF
fringe benefits. They

Clubhouse Clydes or L
Leonards—male baseb
who took a shine to the
field. “Wherever we we1
to hang outside our hat
up to us,” St. Aubin
“We'd throw our bras do

Pepper Davis, who o
nickname honestly, we
dating a different guy i
One night it caught up 1
another team member.

“"We had been playir
Rapids and came hor
dates with fellows in
There was gas ratior
thought we were safe. ¥
in the stands and
boyfriends from Grand
our Ft. Wayne dates sil
each other! We handle
leaguers and hid unde:
stands efter the game
our chaperone into tel
boys we had an emerg:
an emergency. A red-c
gency!”

Faye Dancer ran D:
race when it came to he
you visit Cooperstown, ¥
phioto of Dancer making
hook glide into third bas
buoyant energy that fue
earned her a reput:
ringleader when it car
stunts. “You didn't have
to do anything twice,”
“Faye broke every rule:
Koehn reports.

A week after joining
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Women’s Baseball during World War I1

¥ PN Cn PRI

Witile the young men fought on the baitlefield, young women took their place on the ball fields. Pictured hese are members

aydery

of the Springfield Sallies, one of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League teams.

Adam Peterik
Geneva Community High School, Geneva

America was in the middle of World War 11. Basebalt
was at risk because, as cilizens saw generously paid
athletes “swalting balls while their Joved ones were
dying on lorcign shores,” interest declined and criti-
cism went up, wrote historian Lois Browne. She also
concluded that “war and baseball [ished in the same
streanm, Both demanded the young and vigorous.”
Could baseball survive when all of its players were
necded in combal?

Pearl Harbor had been attacked on December 7,
194}, and tensions grew. Americans everywhere pre-
pared lor shortages in food, clothing, gas, and many
other daily items, “Citizens wondered il there would
be enough o eat when soldiers nceded [ood, or if
there would be a way to travel when army tanks
needed gasoline,” wrote one historian,

During all this chaos Philip K. Wrigley wondered
about baschall. Wrigley was the owner of the Chi-
cago Cubs and a chewing guin factory. What would
happen to him when guns were needed more than
gum, and his players were needed for war? Many

52

men and women worried. Everyone worked 10 help
in the war elfort. Wrigley pitched in, wo. He di-
rected his gum-tree tappers to tap rubber trees for the
war, He stopped wrapping his gum in [oil and scnt
free gum 1o the soldiers.

Baseball was a bigger challenge. The president of
the professional league wanted it (o end because he
thought that interest was gone and the league would
lose money, but President Roosevelt convinced him
otherwise. Roosevelt {fought unemployment during
the Depression by creating jobs. Now the war
brought new jobs. Working men left to serve just
when factories needed them flor war production,
Many of the workers who replaced them were
woimnen. During the war, women were building
tanks, airplancs, trucks, and ships.

Wrigley believed these women could help more by
playing baseball. Wrigley believed that bascbhall's
survival depended on women during the war, "By
1942, when Waigley was forming his professional
women's lcague, the sight ol a woman wearing
pants was no longer olfensive, as it had been. . ..
But women who competed were still frowned
upon,” claimed historian Diane Helmer. Wrigley
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wanted women playing hardball instead of sofiball.
But, could women ptay hardball? Since softhall was
popular and available to women, Wrigley and his
advisors invented a mix of the two. Underhand
pitches of a 12-inch ball and 65-foot base path stayed
the same, but vunners were allowed to steal a base
and lead off.

Overall, the game was similar to the baseball
game played in the 1800s. The girls were to wear
skirts 10 look like ladies and were to play exhibition
games for soldiers at training camps, and visit mil-
itary hospitals. They were 10 sell war bonds and
teach young children to play baseball. Additionally,
Wrigley paid them well, He invested $100,000 of his
own money to start the league, with $22,500 going to
each of four fivst-year tcams. The $10,000 left was
used to run the league office in Chicago. As a result
of the travel reswrictions the cities had o be close to
each other, Thus, lour cities were chosen: South
Bend, Indiana; Kenosha and Racine, Wisconsin;
and Rocklord, Ihinois.

During the war, families were given just three

Illinoss soldiers prepared jor war, even as they marched in
Springfield’s annual Armistice Day parade, inarking the
end of World War 1.

ILLINQIS HISTORY / APRIL. 1995

gallons of gas a week and the government allowed
exwa gas for people car-pooling to work. In 1943
cars could travel forty miles on three gallons of gas.
Wrigley’s plan was coming together; all Wrigley
needed now were players.

Wrigley's recruiters tried to find women in high
schools, village churches, organized sports, and in-
dustrial leagues in the U.S, and Canada. The most
promising place was the Girls Athletic Association
(GAA). Here were found many talenied players and
coaches. These players tried out for the lirst time
from May 17 1o May 26, 1943, At last, on May 26 the
team rosters were announced and play began the
next summer afer spring training.

Howe cities of the (eams supported their team and
got involved, Some even provided a home for these
girls. During the war, many sacrifices were made
and lif¢ was not fun. Men and women who stayed
home waited by the mail box for a letter to arrive
confirming their loved ones werestill alive. Bascball
had become a big part of the war ¢ffort because it
kept people interested in daily activities. The All-
Awmerican Girls Professional Baseball League
(AAGPBL) provided a means of escape [rom war
wortries and concerns. Of course, the girls never for-
got about the troops. For example, in their pre-
game, they would line up in a V" formation lor
victory in a show of support for the troops overscas,

Then, in 1945 when the war finally ended, things
changed for the worse. By 1948 the All-American
Girls Professional Baseball League had reached its
high point, and pitchers adopted overhand motions.
The players who could not or would not throw
overhand quit the league. New teams in Chicago
(Colleens) and Springlield (Sallies) were formed but
each failed by the end of 1948, Recruiting procedures
declined greatly and so did attendance. Asaresuliof
post-war layoffs, unemployment rose and women
could not find jobs in the winter. The lcague tried to
expand, but, as a result of players having to leave
and the lack of new players arriving, expansion
failed. Many teams went into debt, and from 194910
1951 the league dwindled to nothing.

Men’s baseball, though, weni on. Merrie Fidler,
onc of the players, organized information on the
girls league and said, I didn’t realize at the time 1
was being a pioneer. [ was just doing my thesis.”
The players she met were also pioneers who had not
considercd themselves as such; they had just been
playing the game they loved, As another woman
said, “We were just kids then, and all we wanted to
do was play baseball,” —{From Lois Browne, Girls
of Summer; Baseball (Videocassette, Ken Burns Pro-
duction); Barbava Gregorich, Women at Play; Diana
Heliner, Belles of the Ballpark; Susan Johnson,
When Women Played Hardball; Michael Kiefer,
“‘Hardball,” Women’s Sports and Fitness (Ap. 1992);
Sue May, 4 Whole New Ball Game; Andrew Tilin,
“A League of Their Qwn,” Women’s Sports and
Fitness (Dec. 1991); David Quentin Voigt, dmerican
Baseball.)
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The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League
Amazing Plays/Amazing Stories
by Jeff Eldridge .
for the Midway Village and Museum Center, Rockford, IL

For twelve seasons, the Rockford Peaches thrilled their fans with some of the best
baseballthe AAGPBL had to offer. lh the process, they won four league titles - more than an'
: othei* team -- including thres i a row frotn 1948-50. Here are just some of the many..excliing

moments Rockford's "diamond girls"-gave their fans:

_ OLIVE LITTLE THROWS THE LEAGUE'S FIRST NO-HITTER
On Sunday, Augustl15, 1943, the Peach_es squared off against the first-place Sbuth

éend Blue Sox for a doubleheader matchup. The Peaches, for their part, were mired in a
battle for last place with the Racine Belles. Unfortunately, it was a battle they would win.
Having alreaay finished in the cellar for the season's first half (behind the third-place Kenosha
Comets), the Peaches were on their way to matchiné the feat for the second haif. But on this
Sunday afternoon, Peaches' hurler Olive Little would stun the league leaders in their own
home park, temporarily slowing what would be their drive to the first girls' league title.

| As It would happen, Little's opponent, Doris Barr, also pitched a no-hitter that day -- but
only from the second inning fotwérd. After retiring the first two Peaches in the top of the first,
Barr opened the door for Rockford’s offense. She gave up a bass hit to Irene Ruhnke, and
then walked the next two batters she faced to load the bases. Betty Jane Moczynski then
singléd to left, driving in two runs. Nota Peach would reach first base the rest of the way, but

the damage had been done.



Although the Rockford Registér—Repuinc would report Little's performance as the
league's first perfect game, this wasn't true. A perfect game is one in which no batter reaches
base. Little would walk three Belles this day, but still, her performance made AAGPBL history
as its first no~hitter. Not only that, one of the free passes proved to be a blessing in disguise.

Little walked rival hurler Barr to open the Belles' half-of the fifth. The next batter, Jo
D'Angelo sent up a fly ball to left field. It looked like an out, but left flelder Moczynski came up
short, allowing the ball to hit the ground before scooping it up. Barr, having held at first to
prevent being doubled up, was then forced out at second. As a result, D'Angelo's at-bat was
ruled a fielder's choice rather than a hit, preserving Little's date with history.

If the Peaches' first campaign would prove abysmal, Olive Little dave the Rockford
faithful an early taste of glory I the process. It would be, as they say, a taste of things to

come.

'f948 -- THE FIRST OF THREE STRAIGHT
The Peaches won the first of their record four AAGPBL titles in 1945, knocking off the
Fort Wayne Daisles four games to one in what the league dubbed the "Shaugnessy Playoffs."?
But it was the years 1948-50 that would see the real Rockford dynasty. Here, then, is a brief
account of the first of those championship runs,
In its summation of the Peaches' season following their successful playoff campaign,

the Rockford Register Republic portrayed a team of overachievers:

' vOlive Little Hurls First Perfect Game In Ali-American," Rockford Register-Republic, 16 August
1943, 19, .

? | have yet to determine where this name comes from. Presumably Shaughnessy was someone
affillated with the league, but at this time, who that Is remains a mystery to me. In all of my
research, | have yet to come upon anyone by that name,



"(Manager Bill Allington has done) what many an observer considers the best job of
managing the league has seen in many a year. Bill, who also gulded the Peaches to their first
se(ies championship in 19486, this past spring took over a team on which rookies filled several key
spots,

He had the Peaches playing ball for him all the way. For a time they were in first place,
then slipped down In the standings as more experienced outfits began to fashion winning streaks
of thelr own. But when the season entersd the final stretch, he had the Peaches at their peak.
Injuries were at a minimum pltching was the best in the league, the flelding was steady - but

best of &ll, the Peaches were a running ball club;' canying the flght to the opposition.”

Final league regular season standings remain at question to this point. Officially
documented records on the AAGPBL website are contradicted by contemporary figures
published in the Rockford Register-Republic on September 8, 1948. | submit both sets of

league standings here.,

Final league standings for the 1948 season as recorded at www,aadpbl.org, followed by team records as reported
September 8, 1948 in the Rockford Register-Star, In bold.

EASTERN DIVISION

Grand Raplds Chicks (77 - 47) (77-48)
Muskegon Lassies (66 - 57) (67- 58)
South Bend Blue Sox (57- 69) (57- 69)
Fort Wayne Daisles (53 - 72) (53 - 73)
Chlcago Colleens (47- 76) (47-77)

WESTERN DIVISION

Raclrie Belles (76 - 49) (77 - 49)
Rockford Peaches (74 - 49) (75 - 50)

s "Alllngton Says His Farewslis, Promises to Be Back in 1948," Rockford Reglster-Republic, 29
September 1948, 23.



Peorla Redwings (70 - 55) (71 - 55)
Kenosha Comets (61 - 64) (62 - 64)
Springfleld Sallles (41 - 84) (41 - 84)

Regardiess of which figures may be correct, in 1948 Rockford's Western Division
dominated, with its teams posting three of the top four regular season records. The Peaches'
mark was third best in the league,

They entered the charﬁplonshipserie‘s ona rbll, having won six in a row to sweep both
Ken‘osha andg Racihe in the first and second roqhd series of the playoffs, respectively. fhey'd
done it mainly with strong defense and fabulous pitching. In the first round, amazingly, two
Rockford pitchers threw no-hitters. Ingame 1, Lois Florreich recorded her third no-hitter of thie
season, blanking the Comets, 6-0.* Kenosha scratched out just two hits against Nicky Fox the
next day in a 3-2 Peaches victory.® Then Marge Holgerson no-no'd the Comets again to take
the series.® e

Round 2 agalnst Racine continued the sterling mound work from Rockford pitchers.
Lois Florreich displayed her mastery again in Game 1, carrying another no-hitter into the

seventh, when Racine's Eleanor Dapkus reached safely against her. Florreich quickly

4 "Peaches, Comets Play in Kenosha Tonight; Here on Saturday," Rockford Reglster-Republic,
10 September 1948, 26.

®"Pezches Return to Home Fleld; Meet Comets Agaln Tonlght," Rockford Register-Republic, 11
September 1948, 13,

® Unfortunately, | have been unable to come up with the score of the declsive third game against
Kenosha, It was played on a Saturday; the Register-Republic did not publish on Sundays, and
Monday's paper simply alluded to the fact that Holgerson had thrown a no-hitter to clinch the
serles. It then went on' to report on Sunday's second round opener against Racine.
Examinatioris of the Chicago Tribune of those days revealed no reportage at all of AAGPBL
playoffs. Holdings of the Chicago Sun-Times at Founders' Memorlal Library at NIU date back
only as far as 1960. | have'yet to find any sources that might contalin this Information.



regained form, however, as that would be the only Racine hit of the game, which Rockford
took, 2-0.7

By comparison, Racine's six hits in a 3-1 loss to the Peaches in game 2 represented an
offensive outburst. Rockford's Fox got into trouble early, giving up a triple and two singles in
the first inning, but she was bailed out by her teammates' stellar defense. In particular, catcher
Jean Lovell nalled two would be base, stealers in the frame to minimize the damage With her
'help, Fox was able to hold the opposation to a single run in the first, whlch would prove to be
the extent of their offensive-output for the day.

Following her no-hit pe'rformance against Kenasha, Marge Holgerson dominated again
in'Game 3, holding the Belles to just two singles. It was a good thing, because her Racine
‘counterpart, [rene Kotowicz, was also on her game. Rockford scattered just five hits against
Kotowicz, scoring only once. In the fifth inning a single, an error and a-couple of well-placed
sacrifice bunts allowed the Peaches to manufacture their only run of the ballgame. But bshind
Holgerson, it was enough and the Peaches blinched the second -round with a 1-0 win.

A tally of the statistics reveals some stunning numbers. All told, in these first six playoff
games, Rockford hurlers gave up just three runs and éleven hits in 54 innings. One would be
hard pressed to find a more impressive post-season performance by any pltching staff -- in any
league.® |

For all their succeSs-qn the diamond, though, the Peaches had a "field" problem of a
much different sort on their hands. The lease on their home stadium, Beyer Fleld, had actually

expired during the Racine series. Normally, in September the "Peach Orchard,” as it was

" "Elorrelch's One-Hitter Glives Peaches 2-0 Win Over Racine," Rockford Register-Republic, 13
September 1948, 40,

® "Peaches Need One More Win as Play-off Switches to Racine," Rockford Reglster-Republic, 14
September 1948, 13.



affectionately called, was turned over to high school football. As the Peaches prepared to
meet the Fort Wayne Daisies for the champiohship. there was uncertainty as to whether the
Rockford girls would have a home field to play on.

With football already scheduled in conflict with the opening weekend of the AAGPBL
championship series, there was talk of the action being moved to nearby Rox Park. Butin the
end the local scho'ols ag‘re'ed to allow the Peaches to finish out the season in their Orchard.
This was offered on condltlon that the infield be re»sodded by the following Wednesday, by
which time the series was to shift to Fort Wayne for its conclusion. |

The Dalsies had problems of their own to contend with. Their manager, Dick Bass, had
recently left the club and no replacement had materialized'®. In addition, one of the club
directors, Hans Mueller had resigned just béfore thg playoffs began. It should be accounted to
the team's credit that desp_ite their poor regular season performance, they had reached the
championéhip series behind what they dubbed "the board of strategy," a tandem of three Daisy
players.'!

Detalls -- even the final score -- are thus far unavailable for Game 1. As noted in the
footnotes for this essay, the Roékford Register-Republic did not publish on Sundays.
Typically, the paper made only passing -- if any -- mention of Saturday games in Monday's
sports sections. In the case of the first game of the 1948 chémpionship series, it can only be

stated that the Peaches won. The first reportage of series play was of Game 2, which noted

® "Pgaches Uncertain of Playing Fleld as FInal Round Nears," Rockford Register-Republic, 16
September 1948, 19.
' The Register-Repubiic Is unclear as to the nature of Bass's departure ot when it occurred. It
only reported, on September 17, that "Dick Bass Is out as pliot and Hans Mueller, one of the club
dlrectors, resigned just before the play-offs started.” One can only presume, given these facts,
that Bass must have departed too recently for the Dalsies to replace him,

" “Championship Round Opens Saturday Night at Peach Orchard,’ Rockford Register-Republic,
17 September 1948, 29,



that Rockford's victory gave them a 2-0 advantage in games played. No direct mention of
Game 1 -- in any respect -- was given.

A franchise-record crowd of 6,047 saw the Peaches take a 3-2 victory over Fort Wayne
in Game 2. Only two Peaches were able to score hits off Daisies pitcher Donna Cook, but the
most was made of_ them. D‘otty Fergqson Ied the way, driving in two runs on a 3-for-3 hitting
'performance. | . ‘ _ |

- Fort Wayne drew first blood; tb_uching Nibky Fox for a run in the top half of the first. The
Peaches tied the game in their half of the inning when Dotty Kamenshek stole home -- one of
six steals by Rockford base runners in the frame. Despite the frenzy on the base paths, Cook
and the Daisy defense held tough and the inning ended at 1-1. ‘Single runs in the fourth and
six Innings proved enoﬁgh. Tﬁe Dalsies rallied in the eighth to trim the score to 3-2, but Fox
and the Rockford defense made it hold up the rest of the way to give the Peaches a 2-0 series
advantage.'? |

Haying chalked up eight straight playoff victories, the Peaches were anxious to get one
last home win to carry a commanding 3-0 lead to Racine. Mother Nature, however, would try'
thelr patience. Two straight days of rain on Monday and Tuesday postponed Game 3 until
Wednesday night, when the Peach Orchard had finally dried out, The Rockford schools again
cooperated, allowing an extension on the Wednesday deadline for re-sodding, determining that
the grpqnd was too wet for the work to be done anyway.

Ffor the long-awaited third contest, Fort Wayne put southpaw Annabelie Lee on the
mound. The Peaches promptly rocked her for four runs in the first, followed by four more in

the second, chasing Lee to the showers before she'd retired a single batter in the inning. From

" "Record Crowd of 6,047 Sees Peaches Beat Fort Wayne, 3-2," Rockford Reglster-Republic, 20
September 1948, 28,



there, the Peaches cruised to a 10-0 win behind yet another masterful performance by Marge
Holgerson. She threatened to pull off yet another Rockford no-hitter until it was spoiled by a
couple of Fort Wayne singles in the ninth. Undeterred, she buckled down to fan the last two
Dalsies she faced to end the game.*

The Peachés had n‘ow established a new AAGPBL record with nine straight post-
season victorles and were gynning ff)r'a perfect 10-0 sweap as the action shifted to Fort.
Wayne. With their ace, Loié lélorreich', séheduled to start, the stage was set,

Florreich once again turned in a fine performance, going the distance and giving up just
three hits with eight strikeouts. Unfortunately, howsver, the brilliant Rockford defense
committed an uncharacteristic three errors (including one by Florreich) to escort the Daisies to
a 4-2 victory. The masterpiece post-season drive had been marred, but the Peaches were still
in command at three games to one.™ |

The next day, Saturday, September 25, the two teams squared off for Game 5 with |
Nicky Fox taking the mound for the Peaches. At the outset, it looked as if Rockford's bad luck
might continue as a first inning error helped Fort Wayne to a 1-0 lead. After that, though, Fox
pitched shutout ball until she was relieved by Lois Florreich in the seventh.

The Peaches scored all their runs in the fourth. Fox and centerfielder Dotty Ferguson
drew walks, and Fox scored on Dotty Kamenshek's single. Shortstop Snookie Harrell bunted
safely to score Ferguson. Dalsies pitcher Annabelle Lee then tried to pick Harrell off at first,
resulting in Harrell being caught in a rundown. As Fort Wayne's infleld was closing in on her,
Kamenshek bolted for home. That's when shortstop Dotty Schroeder opted to tet Harrell go,

gunning to nail Kamenshek at the plate instead. In the confusion she fafled to see her second

"3 9pgaches Sweep 39 Straight Play-off Game from Daisles, 10-0," Rockford Register-Republic,
23 September 1948, 31,



baseman, Marge Callaghan, bouncing the throw off the top of Callaghan's head and into the
grandstands. When the dust had settled, Kamenshek had scored and Harrell was at third.
The Peaches would post two more runs for a 4-1 lead at inning's end.

Fort Wayne fought to the end, scoring in the ninth to make it 4-2 and threatening to do
much more.” They would load the bases before Florreich finally retired the side to end the
game. The Rockford Peachés had won the 1948 title."®

Besides celebréting their championship, the girls were thrilled at the prospect of a
handsome post-season payday. Fans of today's muiti-million doliar sports industry might be
intrigued (or amused) at just what was considered big money in those days.

The AAGPBL's post-season was considered to be a collection of "players" series,” with
all revenues (minus taxes and expenses) being shared by the players and coaches. For each
playoff series, the proceeds were split on a 60-40 basis, with the winners taking the sixty-
percent share. The Peaches, of course, were due for sixty percent of the take for all of their
games, 36,516 fans attended the eleven games Rockford played -- a league record. They
divided their winnings into seventeen equal shares -- fifteen for the girls, and one each for
Manager Bill Allington and chaperone Dotty Green.  When all was sald and done, each share

amounted to $432.12."® To put this in perspective, consider that today's highest-paid

" F-ox Picked to Hurl Tonight," Rockford Register-Republic, 25 September 1948, 13,

** Account of Game 5 from "Peaches Slice Prize Melon," Rockford Register-Republic, 27
September 1948, 31 -~ except detalls of Rockford's fourth-inning scoring, from “Allington Says His
Farewells, Promises to Be Back In 1949," Rockford Register-Republic, 29 September 1948, 23,
This second account of the fourth inning contains factual differences in the sequence of events
that led 1q' Rockford's scoring (without acknowledging there to be any discrepancles). | am
operating'under the assumption that where the two accounts differ, the second one is ikely to
have been presented with corrections to the first.

*®"Peaches Split $7,000 Play-off Purse Into 17 Equal Shares," Rockford Register-Republic, 6
October 1948, 21,



ballpiayer, Alex Rodriguez of the Texas Rangers, eams over $150,000 pergame.' _And he

doesn't even have to slide in a skirt.

* . * * Tk * "
~In addition to thelr collective success, several Rockford Peaches were individually
honored by being named to the 1948 AAGPBL. All-Star feam. While the Grand Rapids Chicks

landed the most starters on the squad (four), the Peaches had the most players on the unit as

a whole (five). The full roster is shown here:

FIRST TEAM: .

1B - Dorothy Kamenshek - Rockford
2B - Sophie Kurys - Racine

S8 - Dorothy Harrell - Rockford

3B.- Madeline English - Racine

LF - Audrey Wagner - Kenosha

CF - Merle Keagle - Grand Rapids
RF - Connie Wisniewski - Grand Rapids
C - Ruth Lessing - Grand Rapids

P - Alice Haylett - Grand Rapids

P - Dorothy Mueller - Peoria

P - Lois Florreich - Rockford

Utility Infielders:
Bonnie Baker - South Bend
Marge Villa - Kenosha

Utility Outfielders:
Marie Mahoney - South Bend

' Based on Rodriguez' $25 million annual salary dlvided by 162 regular season games.



Eleanor Callow - Rockford
Mary Reynolds - Peoria
Thelma Eisen - Fort Wayne
Lillian Faralla - South Bend
Melba Alspaugh - Rockford
SECOND TEAM: .
1B - Mary Wisham - Peorla
2B - Dorothy Stolze - Muskegon
SS - Ernestine Petras - Chicago
3B - Pauline Ptrok - South Bend
LF - Edythe Perlick - Racine
RF - Doris Sams - Muskegon
C - Dorothy Chapman - Muskegon
P - Joanne Winter - Racine

P - Eleanor Dapkus - Racing
(No center fielder is listed for the second team. )’

" "Three Peaches Are All-Stars," Rockford Register-Republic, 30 September 1948.



The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League
Charm School Guide
by Jeff Eldridge
for the Midway Village and Museum Center, Rockford, IL

¢

The following text was taken from the charm sqb'obl gulde located in the colfections of the
National Baseball Hall of Fame Library.

* Foreword

* Beauty Routines

* Clothes '
¢ Etiquette

FOREWORD

When you become a player in the All-American Girls Baseball L.eague-you
have reached the highest position that a girl can attain in this sport. The All-
American Girls Baseball League is getting great public attention because it is
pioneering a new sport for women.

You have certain responsibilities because you too, are in the limelight. Your
actions and appearance both on and off the field reflect on the whole profession,
It is not only your duty to do your best to hold up the standard of this profession
but to do your level best to keep others in line.

The girls in our League are rapidly becoming the heroines of youngsters as
well as,grownups all over the world. People want to be able to respect their
heroines at all times. The All-American Girls Baseball League is attempting to
establish a high standard that will make you proud that you are a player in years
to comeé.

We | and you this manual to helb gulde you in your persénal appearance. We
ask you to follow the rules of behavior for your.own good as well as that of the
future success of girls' baseball.

In these few pages you will find many of the simple and brief suggestions
which should prove useful to.you during the busy baseball season. If you plan
your days to establish an easy and simple routine, so that your meals are regular
and well balanced, so that you have time for outside play and relaxation, so that
you slegp at least eight hours each:night and so that your normal functions are
regular, you will be on the alert, do your job well and gain the greatest joy from
living. Always remember that your mind and your body are interrelated and you
cannot heglect one without causing the other to suffer. A healthy mind and a
healthy body are the true attributes of the All-American girl,

BEAUTY ROUTINES



Your
ALL-AMERICAN GIRLS BASEBALL LEAGUE BEAUTY KIT
Should always contain the following:

Cleansing CreamvLipstick
Rouge Medium-

Cream Deodorant

Mild Astringent -

Face powder for Brunette -
Hand Lotion

Hair Remover

You should be the best judge of your own beauty requirements. Keep your
own kit replenished with the things you need for your own toilette and your
beauty culture and care. Remember the skin, the hair, the teeth and the eyes. It
is most desirable in your own interests, that of your teammates and fellow
players, as well as from the standpoint of the public relations of the league that
each girl be at all times presentable and attractive, whether on the playing field
or at leisure. Study your own beauty culture possibillties and without overdoing
your beauty treatment at the risk of attaining gaudiness, practice the little
measure that will reflect well on your appearance and personality as a real All-
American girl.

Suggested Beauty Routine
"After the Game"

Remember, the All-American girl is subjected to greater exposure through her
activities on the diamond, through exertion in greater body warmth and
perspiration, through exposure to dirt, grime and dust and through vigorous play
to scratches, cuts, abrasions and sprains. This means extra precaution to assure
all the niceties of toilette and personality. Especially "after the game," the All-
Americgn girl should take time to observe the necessary beauty ritual, to protect -
both hey health and appearance. Here are a few simple rules that should prove

helpful and healthful "after the game.".

1. Shower well and soap the skin. -
2. Dry thoroughly to avoid chapping or chafing. -
3. Apply cleansing cream to face remove with tissue.
4. Wash face with soap and water,
5. Apply skin astringent.
8. Apply rouge moderately but carefully. -
7. Apply lipstick with moderate taste.
1 8. Apply eye makeup if considered desirable.
9. Apply powder.



10. Check all cuts, abrasions or minor injuries.

If you suffer any skin abrasion or injury, or if you discern any aches or pains
that do not appear to be normal, report them at once to your coach, chaperon or
the person responsible for treatment and first aid. Don't laugh off slight ailments
as trivialities because they can often develop into serious infection or
troublesome conditions that can handicap your play and cause personal
inconvenience. See that your injuries, however slight, receive immediate
attention. Guard your health and welfare. ' .

- Additional Beauty Routine
"Morning and Night"

In the morning, when you have more time to attend to your beauty needs, you
will undoubtedly be enabled to perform a more thorough job. Use your cleansing
cream ground your neck as well as over the face. Remove it completely and
apply a second time to be sure that you remove all dust, grease and grime, Wipe
off thorpughly with cleansing tissue. Apply a lotion to keep your hands as lovely
as possible. Use your manicure set to preserve your nails in a presentable
condition and in keeping with the practical needs of your hands in playing ball,

TEETH
Not & great deal need be said about the teeth, because every All~American

girl instinctively recognizes their importance to her health, her appearance and
her personality. There are many good tooth cleansing preparations on the
market;and they should be used regularly to keep the teeth and gums clean and
healthy: A regular visit to a reliable dentist is recommended and certainly no
toath ailment should be neglected for a moment.

BODY

Unwanted or superficial hair is often quite common and it is no problem to
cope with in these days when so-many beauty preparations are available. If your
have such hair on arms or legs, there are a number of methods by which it can
be easily removed. There is an odorless liquid cream which can be applied in a
few moments, permitted to dry and then showered off.

DEODORANTS

There are a number of very fine deodorants on the market which can be used
freely all over the body. The most important feature of some of these products is
the fact that the fragrance stays perspiration-proof all day long. These
deodorants can be used especially where excess perspiration occurs and can be
used safely and effectively without retarding natural perspiration. The All-
American girl is naturally susceptible because of her vigorous activities and it
certainly pays dividends to be on the safe side. Deodorant keeps you fresh and
gives you assurance and confidence in your social contacts.



EYES "The Eyes are the Windows of the Soul"

The eyes indicate your physical fitness and therefore need your thoughtful
attention and care. They bespeak your innermost thoughts, they reflect your own
joy of living or they can sometimes falsely bespeak the listlessness of mind and
body. Perhaps no other feature of your face has more to do with the impression
of beauty, sparkie and personality which you portray.

A simple little exercise for the eyes and one which does not take much time
can do much to '
strengthen your eyes and add to thelr sparkle and allure. Tumn your eyes to the
corner of the room for a short space of time, then change to the other corner,
then gaze at the ceiling and at the floor alternately. Rotating or rolling your eyes
constitutes and exercise and your eyes will repay you for the attention that you
give to them. There are also vitamins. prescribed for the care of the eyes. Drink
plenty of water and eat plenty of vegetables. We all know well that the armed
forces found carrots a definite dietary aid to eyesight. Use a good eyewash
frequently and for complete relaxation at opportune moments, lie down and
apply an eye pad to your eyes for several minutes.

HAIR  "Woman's Crowning Glory"

One of the most noticeable attributes of a girl is her hair, woman's crowning
glory. No matter the features, the clothes, the inner charm or personality, they
can all suffer beneath a sloppy or stringy coiffure. Nelther is it necessary to
feature a fancy or extravagant hairdo, because a daily program for the hair will
help to keep it in healthful and attractive condition, -

Neatness is the first and greatest requirement, Arrange your hair neatly in a
manner that will best retain its natural style despite vigorous play. Off the
diamond, you can readily arrange it in a softer and more feminine style, if you
wish. But above all, keep your hair as neat as possible, on or off the field.

Brushing the hair will help a great deal more than is realized. It helps to
stimulate the scalp which is the source of healthful hair growth. It develops the
natural beauty and luster of the hair. And it will not spoil the hairdo. When
brushing, bend over and let your head hang down. Then brush your halr
downward until the scalp tingles. Just a few minutes of this treatment each day
will tend to keep your scalp in fine condition and enhance the beauty of your

“crowning glory."

MOUTH

Every woman wants to have an attractive and pleasing mouth. As you speak,
people watch your mouth and you can do much, with a few of the very simplest
tools, td make your mouth invitingly bespeak your personality. Your beauty aids
should, ‘of course, include an appropriate type of lipstick and a brush. They
should be selected with consideration and care. '



With your fipstick, apply two curves to your upper lip. Press your lips together.
Then, run your brush over the lipstick and apply it to your lips, outlining them
smoathly. This is the artistic part of the treatment in creating a lovely mouth,

Patient practice and care make perfect. Open your mouth and outline your
own natural curves. If your lips are too thin-to please you, shape them into fuller
curves. Now, use a tissue between your lips and press lightly to take off excess
lipstick. If you wish to have a "firmer foundation®, use the lipstick a second time
and use the tissue "press" again.

Caution: Now that you have completed the job, be sure that the lipstick has
not smeared your teeth. Your mirror will tell the tale and it is those litile final
touches that really count.

HANDS
The hands are certainly among the most expressive accoutrements of the

body. They are always prominent and noticeable and while feminine hands can
be lovely and lily white, as described in the ads, the All-American girl has to
exercise practical good sense in preserving the hands that serve her so faithfully
and well in her activities. Cleanliness and neatness again come to the fore. Your
hands should be thoroughly cleaned and washed as frequently as seems
desirable or necessary, and especially after games, they should be cleaned to
remove all dust and grime. Soap and water and pumice will do this job to
perfection. Then a protective cream should be applied to keep hands soft and
pliable and to avoid cracking and over-dryness. Your nails should be gone over
lightly each day, filing to prevent cracks and splits, oiling for the cuticle.

The;length of your nails, of course, depends largely upon the requirements of
your play. Keep them neat and clean and your hands will always be attractive.

FACE  "All Beauty Comes From Within"

To the All-American girl, who is exposed to the elements, to the sun, to the
wind and to the dust, it is most essential that every precaution be taken for the
care of the skin. It should be covered with a protective substance of cream or
liquid, depending entirely upon whether your skin is dry or olly. If it is dry, the
cream type is recommended and If it is oily, you should use the liquid type. A
good cleansing cream can serve as a cleanser, a powder base, a night cream
and alsp a hand lotion, It is a good idea to have such an all-around utility cream
on hand at all times and to use it regularly for these purposes.

FOR YOUR COLORING - again it depends on your particular complexion and
whether you have an abundance of natural color tones or need very little
coloring. You can determine this in keeping with good taste to acquire the
necessary results. People who are naturally pale, of course, need the coloring to

help their complexion.



CLOTHES

Clothes, of course, have always been one of woman's great problems and it
might seem so to the All-American girl. However, with the exercising of good
taste, the All-American Girls Baseball League player can solve her problem in a
tasteful manner and without great expense, without being encumbered with too

great a wardrobe for the summer months. The accent, of course, is on neatness
and feminine appeal. That Is true of appearances on the playing field, on the
street or in leisure moments. The uniforms adopted by the league have been
designed for style and appeal and there is a tremendous advantage to the girl
and to the team which makes the best of its equipment. From the standpoint of

‘team morale, there Is a real "lift" noticeable in the smartly tured out and neatly
arrayed aggregation. And from the public appeal standpoint, it is surprising how
the crowd will respond to the team that appears on the field with a neatness and -
"shap” in its appearance. The smart looking teams invariably play smart ball and
you can add to your own drawing power and crowd appeal by looking the part of
a ball player on the field. Wear your cap and keep it securely in place. Keep your
uniforms clean and neat as possible, Always secure your stockings so that they
are smooth and neat and remain in place. Keep your shoes clean and shining.
And see if you don't feel better and play better ball,

Here are some suggestions for the type of wardrobe which still proves most
useful and practical for you during the ball playing season:

1. A dark suit made of material that is not easily crushed. (A dark suit is
suggested in preference to a light suit because it will retain Its neatness better in
traveling and also in inclement weather.)

2. Blouses that are easily laundered will add sparkle and versatility to your
suit. :

3. Skirts, blouses and sweaters are worn a great deal and will simplify your
baggage problem on road trips.

4. Sports jackets and sports coats are very popular and are worn with skirts a
great deal in lelsure moments at home or on road trips.

5. It is recommended that your wardrobe include a dress or two for civic
luncheohs and other social functions in which you may participate during the
summer,

6. Slacks are not permitted for street wear but depending upon your other
recreation and sports activities, you might want to include shorts or sportswear
for tennis, golfing togs, swim suit or such other items as you feel you may need.



7. Shoes are for the most part casual. For streetwear and travel, the various
types of sport shoes are popular flat walking shoes, saddle oxfords, etc. It is
suggested that at least one pair of dresss shoes be included for wear with frocks
‘at more dressy affairs or social functions and luncheons.

8. Hats are seldom worn but if you wish to adorn your tresses, you will find
that the small type of sports hat is often popular in the form of a cap or small
brimmed slouchhat. :

9. Bobby socks are generally acceptable but, of course, you will want two or
three pairs of regular stockings for dresswear.

10. A raincoat is a desirable item of the wardrobe and it might be desirable to
have a lightweight, compact type to simplify your baggage problem on road trips.

11. Always carry your beauty kit with you when you go on road trips and equip
yourself with all necessary articles for your toilette. ‘

ETIQUETTE

Emily Post says that "charm cannot exist without good manners." You do not
have to have manners that follow particular rules but the continued practice of
kind and friendly Impulses, a kind, proper and courteous approach, cannot help
but add to your personality and give you a big advantage in dealing with your
every day contacts. Here are some simplé suggestions that will help you in your
development of a pleasing personality on and off the playing field.

1. INTRODUCTIONS. Always acknowledge and always make an introduction
in & pleasant and correct way. A man is always presented to a lady, such as:
“Miss Young, may | present Mr. Smith," or "Miss Young, may | introduce Mr.
Smith." The words "present” and "introduce” are equally proper. You can also
present two people without the formal words of presentation merely by
pronouncing the two names, such as: "Miss Young, | want to make you
acquainted with Mr. Smith." Under all possible circumstances the reply to an
introduction is "How do you do?" Well bred people do not say: "Pleased to meet
you" but when it is actually true, you can say: "l am VERY glad to meet you."
When g gentleman is introduced to a lady, she smiles, bows lightly and says:
"How do you do." It is her place to offer her hand or not, as she chooses, but if
he puts out his hand, she of course gives him hers.

2. SPEECH. "You know she is a lady as soon as she opens her mouth.” The
first requirement for charm of speech is a pleasing voice. A low voice, instead of
a high-pitched voice, is always most pleasing. Making yourself heard is also most
desirable, Speak out clearly and enunciate properly. Be careful with the use of
slang and the slurring of words in your contacts and conversations with the

public, '




3. IN PUBLIC PLLACES. The All-American girl should avoid behavior that
would make her -
conspicuous in public. One of the cardinal rules is not to talk too loudly. She
should avoid using ‘
other people's names in a loud voice or making personal remarks that might be
overheard by others. And there is nothing more vulgar than bragging about
personal possessions, accomplishments-or achievements. Do not use a loud
voice, do not stare at people, do not knock into people and do not indulge in loud
argument in public. In short, avoid attracting attention to yourself through poor
manners.

4, SPORTSMANSHIP. Sportsmanship on the field and off is definitely aligned
with etiquette. There is such a thing as wanting to win and fighting to win with alf
your heart and this is both commendable and desirable; It is another thing,
however, to become known as a "poor loser" who cannot accept the inevitable
defeats in good grace. When you play ball, play hard and play for all you are
worth. It is understandable, in the heat of excitement and the intense desire to
win, that you may occasionally differ with a decision and impulse to protest
violently is hard to control. The
usually-accepted pattern of a sportsman is the one who gives no expression or
gesture of either chagrin or satisfaction and this is an admirable pattern.
However, it is hard to control emotions completely and it is expected that a
player might show dissatisfaction in the face of a bad "break” In the game and
equal pleasure with a successful maneuver. Your pleasure may appear as
gloating or bragging to your opponents. Win gracefully and modestly and lose
gracefully too, if you can. Above all, avoid the showoff attitude in front of your
opponents and the public. Be courteous and considerate In the event of
unavoidable accidents or contacts on the field. Play the game hard and fair and
you will earn the recognition and respect of teammates, opponents and public.

5. THE BASEBALL FAN. There is an old saying that "the customer is always
right." This, in a sense, holds true of the baseball fan, who exercises the right to
talk to you without knowing you, to shout at you from the stands and to voice his
opinion, good or bad, of the play on the field. After all, he is your customer and
he feels that you, as a player, and the team, belong to him. For the most part,
the fans encountered in the All-American Girls Baseball League are
understanding and considerate. They are loyal to their home team and its
players and it is not often that a player Is subjected to even good natured verbal
abuse for any shortcomings or failures. In other cities but your hometown, you
may expect the crowd to be good naturedly hostile to your cause. It is naturally
pulling fpr the home town to win. Don't let this attitude bother your play. Ball
players Who hear all the pointed shouts and remarks In the stands are said to
have "rdbbit ears". Above all, don't let thie remarks of any fans arouse your own
ire to the point where you make a scene or display poor sportsmanship. Fans
who become seriously objectionable in language or actions are automaticaily



taken care of by the management, and the fans at All-American girls League
games are the highest caliber attending any sport in America.

6. DEALING WITH THE PUBLIC. Because you are a ballplayer and a
member of the team in your home town city, it is taken for granted that you will
be popular and well known by sight. Both younger and older people will be
interested in you and you will soon get over being surprised when strangers
approach you and call you by your name. Y:6u may not know them and may
never have seen them before but at the ball park, especially, you will know that

“they are fans who are interested in you and interested in the team. You will be
asked for autographs and'you will be ‘asked questions about yourself and about -
the team. Be as friendly and gracious as you possibly can on these occasions.
Your own personality represents your team and all of the girls in the All-American
League. Don't be abrupt or.rude to fans if you can possibly avoid it. Letting them
feel that they know you, giving them a good impression through your speech and
mannerisms, will help to make them regular and steady fans and will develop
more "customers” for the league and greater success for you personally.
Autograph "hounds" and other people can sometimes appear to be pests but
these things must go with success and exposure to an admiring public, Do what
you can to make them happy and if the situation becomes difficult at a busy time
or when. your presence is requested elsewhere, avoid it gracefully without hurting
their feelings and promise that you will attend to them later or at some other
time. Away from the park, if people approach you in a friendly manner, be polite
and agreeable. On occasion, if any person should attempt to be over friendly or
obnoxiqus, extricate yourself from the situation without being rude or abusive
yourself. There is always a way in which a lady can politely avoid unwanted
company or attention. If you conduct yourself as a lady at all times you will retain
your own self-respect and that of others.

7. PUBLIC RELATIONS. Publicity is important to you as a ball player and
highly important to your team and the All-American Girls Baseball League. In the
interests of publicizing you as an individual or your team and league in general,
you might be expected to cooperate with the publicity managers in various cities
or with the newspaper and magazine writers. Don't look upon this as too much of
a chore because it usually brings pleasing results. If the newsmen and
photographers want special pictures or interviews and articles, do what you can
to help them because in doing so you will help yourseif and the future of girls’
baseball. Give all the information you can that you think will be helpful to them
and try to give the time that is necessary and desirable in order that they, in turn,
may present the facts and information in an intelligent manner.

8. Your chaperon is your friend, your counselor and guide. She comes into
the All-American Girls Baseball L.eague with a specific assignment and she has
her job to do in keeping with her duties and her responsibilities, just as you have

“your own job to fill. Be helpful, friendly and cooperative with her and do not take
“advantage of her good nature or her desire to be your friend. She has a direct



responsibility to you, to your family, to the club which employs her and to the
League which she represents. Adhere to the rules and regulations in a manner
that will not reflect upon her. Feel! free to go to her with any of your personal
problems and you will all derive a greater enjoyment and a finer benefit from your
association.

9. Accept invitations or decline them with ‘graciousness. You may have .
opportunities to attend local functions and-Whenever it is in the best interests of
‘the team and league, make every attempt to cooperate. Choose your new found

friends carefully and well and when you participate in the social life of the
community, always-act and behave in good taste. If you are gracious, ladylike,
friendly and cooperative, you will have the opportunity of choosing your own
friends. Don't become over friendly or too forward among new acquaintances or
those in the community who wish to entertain you or you can readily wear out
your welcome. Express your thanks and appreciation for the kindness and
hospitality that are extended to you and make yourself welcome again.

10. In a final summing up, be neat and presentable in your appearance and
dress, be clean and wholesome in appearance, be polite and considerate in your
daily contacts, avoid nolsy, rough and raucous talk and actions and be in all
respects a truly Ali-American girl.

Eop.



The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League
Public Image & the Evolution of League Rules
‘ by Jeff Eldridge
for the Midway Village and Museum Center, Rockford, IL.

The ladies of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League' quickly found that
.expectations of them wo'uz.d:extend beyond simply throwing, catching and hitting. League
founder Philip K, W'rigley‘k.n'e‘w that the Ieagup's appeal would be dependent upon the public
receiving his players in a favorable light. It was- not by aceident that it was called the All-
American Girls Professional Baseball League. Wrigley had determined from the start that a
clean, wholesome, "All-American girl" image would be necessary for popular acceptance of his
sporting concept,

In 1940's America, athleticism was not generally considered to be among the chief
qualities-of the feminine ideal. In fact, many Americans of the day considered athleticism in g
woman fo be associated with a distinct lack of femininity, Wrigley was keenly awara of this
sentiment, poséibly held it himself, and knew that if his league were to survive, it would ha’vq to
successfully combat the prevaliling stereotype of the "butch” female athlete. His girls wodld
display ho part of the rough and tough tomboy image widely associated with. female softball
players of the time. |

~ The women of the AAGPBL would have to be more than just stellar athletes. They also

needed, each one, to be a shining example of the "All-American Girl." The idea to be

' The readler should nots that, at its inception, the league was officially named the "All-American
Girls Soﬂtall League," (AAGSL) and early in Its first season, was renamed the "All-American Girls
Baseball |.eague" (AAGBL). Further, it was later re-christened, the "All~American Girls
Professional Baseball League (AAGPBL), the name it would retain for the duration of the league's
existence, and by which It is officially known today. For consistency, except when referred to by
one of its earlier names for specific reasons, the league will hereln be referred to as the "All-
American Girls Professional Baseball League" or by its acronym, "AAGPBL",



conveyed was that these girls were proper ladies who, it just so happened, could throw or hit a
breaking fastball. Beaufy and femininity, then, were every bit as important as a solid bat and a
good giove. As such, the AAGPBL established and enforced strict dress codes and rules of
deportment upon its players. Physical appearance and social behavior -- both on and off the
fleld -~ were to be exemplary at all tlmes So. senous did Wrigley consider these matters to be
that he contracted with the famed Helena Rubinstein Beauty Salon to meet with the players at
spring training and to tutor them in the ways of femininity.

On the field, the women were called to maintain the most ladyilke appearance possible
while exerting themselves physically in all types of weather. Female athletes today might scoff
at the notion of wearing makeup during a doubleheader in ninety-degree heat, but it was de
-rigueur in the AAGPBL. Polished nalils and heatly coiffed hair, likewise, were part of the
necessary equipment. |

é)f course, central to a player's appearance was her uniform. To present his girls and
their sp?fort properly, Wrigley had his art designer, Otis Shepard, design special uniforms for the
teams. : Shepard's creation was a one-piece, short-skirted, flared tunic, fashioned after figure
skatlngicostumes of the period. Beneath thelr skirts, players wore short satin tights and knee-
high soeks. A baseball cap completed the ensemble. Each city had a different colored
uniformﬁ bearing Its own symbolic patch.? o

Unfortunately, what the outfits gained in femininity was sacrificed for in practicality. A
ballplayer today (male or female) might blanch at the thought of sliding in skirt, but for the
women:of the AAGPBL, it was all in a day's work. Among the most common of injuries would

be the "strawberry," an abrasion of the leg, often recelved from sliding into a base.



Off the field, players were expected to dress and behave strictly as ladies. A "Charm
School Guide,” given to each of them, outlined modes of dress and comportment that taught

them just how achieve that ideal. The tone Was set in the opening paragraphs:

"When you become a player in the All-American G{rls Baseball Leagus, you have
reached the hlgh'ést position that a glrl can attaln In this sport. The All-American Girls Baseball
League s getting great public éttenﬂon because it Is pioneering a new sport for womeén.

"You have certain respons/blities because you too, are in the limelight. Your actions and
appea?ance, both on and off the fleld, reflect on the whole profession. It Is not only your duly to
do your best to hold up the standard of this profession, but to do your level best to keep others In

line.’

The guide contained advicé about proper attire, makeup, hair and skin care, and beauty
tips tailpred to the traveling -~ and highly visible -- female athlets. It also outlined rules of
proper éatiquette for various situations, from interaction with spectators to conduct at public
appear.*imces outside the game. - (Players would be called upon to contribute to the league's
public lr%nage by attending civic luncheons, war bond drives and the like.)

While the information in the Charm School Guide was presented with an air of being
(strongljy) suggested, the "Rules of Conduct" laid down the law. Amang other things, players

were fo;rbidden to drink or smoke in public, with hard liquor banned under all circumstances.

They 'w%ere to wear suitably feminine attire at all timt‘es'. both on and off the field. They were not

permittéd to hold other jobs during the season. All social engagements - particularly dates --

2 Descrlp{lon and origins of uniform design drawn from "Team Formation” section of "League
History" web page at www.aagpbl.org, the official website of the AAGPBL. Accessed 30 January,

20083,
® From the "Charm School Guide" distributed to each player of the AAGPBL. Accessed 31

January 2003 from www.aagpbl.org.



were parmissible only.with approval by the team chaperone (by whom, the gentleman in
question would generally be inteNiewed), and players were strictly forbidden to drive their cars
beyond their cities’ limits without prior approval of their field managers.

Although these strictures might seem, to today's womén, coercive and condescending,
most players appear to have Qone along rather agreeébly. According to‘a survey of former

players published in 1994:

"Overall, the women who responded belleved this was a speclal and unique opportunity
affordéd lo them, Restrictions imposed were, for the most part, accepted as congruent with what
vivere appropriate roles I"or women in soclely during this era Ithe majority believed the
;;estrictions Imposed upon them and the treatment they recelved during fhelr playing years were

acceptable.™

If the players had to accept certain rules and restrictions, most seem to have thought it
a small :jprlce to pay in exchange for an unprecedented opportunity to play professionally the

game they loved.

The start of professional girls’ baseball play on May 30, 1943 was g'reeted witha
predictéble mix of curiosity and humorous deprecation, as evidenced by this report of the

league's opening day action in the Rockford Register-Republic:

“Clad In somethlhg akin to ballet skirts, a group of glris Invaded the male stronghold of
]

pfofessional baseball Iést night and proved that there's more to the "‘powderpuff’ brand of the

game than meets the eye -- but what meets the 8ye is nice, too,

1

4 Karen H Welller and Catriona T. Higgs, “The All American Girls Professional Baseball League,
1943-1954: Gender Conflict In Sport?” Sociology of Sport Journal 11 (1994): 294-95,



"Fresh from the beauty parior, South Bend took a double-headsr from Rockford, 1, 4-2
and 12-9, to open the All-American girls’ softball league -- the natlon's first league of feminine

ballplayers.

‘But it was more than ordinary baseball. It was a new career for career girls and another
mifestone for the national pastime. It proved thet figures are not always accompanied by decimal
points, and that baseball has an answer to the manpower problem,

. The new league . . . has the backing of P. K. Wrigley, owner of the Chicago Cubs,
and Branch Rickey, president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, both of whom used to take their baseball

straight.”

If this first piece of reportage on league play seems, to say the Ieast, rather
condesgending, the Reg/ster-Rebubllc apparently took the game more seriouély afterwards.
Subsequent coverage as the season progressed seems to have concerned itseif cHieﬁy with
runs, hlts and errors. 'Even the next day's sports page, for instance, doled out the facts of girls’
league play with no more mention of skirts and lipstick than it gave for the men's leagues.® By
the <follcgwmg week, the Register-Republic seemed to allow for the notion that the previously
chided ‘;/Vrigley,and Rickey might, indeed, have been on to something:

‘: “Customers who braved the weather for a glimpse of the giris in the (Peaches home)
apaner Saturday got an excellent idea of the class of ball that is belng played in this new league.

7Fhe girls are fast, and though they'll need a few more games In which to polish up thelr defenss,

lack little in the way of offensive abllity right now.
"Despite the lengthening of the base paths five feet beyond the usual softball limft, speed

still remains & major feature of this game and the customers were Intrigued by it."”

9 "South Bend in Double Victory," Rockford Register-Republic, 31 May 1943,
"Rookford Wins at South Bend," Rockford Reglster-Republic, 1 June 1943,
"Rockford Peachés to Meet South Bend in Twin Bill Tonlght," Rockford Register-Republic, 7

June 1948,



League officials knew that for all the attraction, as it were, of fans to the "All-American
girls” they were presenting, the real and lasting attraction would be that of exciting, well-played
baseball on the field. To that end, rules and equipment were constantly evolved to provide

fans with the best product possible.

THE EVOLUTION OF LEAGUE RULES
As noted previously, the league began its existence as the "All-American Girls Softball
League, but even fhen, the rules established a game that was closér to baseball than
traditior;_\al softball. For instance, softball rules called for ten players on fhe field; AAGSL rules
provided for nine, as In baseball. Also unlike softball, base runners were permitted to lead off
and steéél bases in accordance with baseball rules.

As explained at the official AAGPBL website:

“With only a few exceptions, gIrIs baseball was the game being played in the Major
l,eagues by men's professional baseball players. Al in all, the rules, strategy and general play
were the same. Differences were only In the distances between the basss, the distance from the
p/tchlng mound to home plate, the size of the ball, and pitching styles. These differences varlad
f{om the beginning of the leagus, progressively extendlng the length of the base paths aend .

pltchlng distance and decreasing the size of the ball untll the final year of play.®

- When league play began in 1943, the women used a 12-inch softball, "fast-pitched"
underhafmd at a distance of 40 feet, and base paths were 65 feet In length. By the league's
final season in 1954, a regulation-si\zed (9-inch) baseball was pitched overhand at a distance

of 60 fe%at (six-Inches shorter than in the meh;s game), and the base paths, at 85 feet, wers just

® From "Baseball . . . As played by our girls," accessed 30 January 2003 from www.aagpbl.org.



five feet shorter than in men's play. The table below, also provided by the AAGPBL site, gives

a year-by-year account of these changes in league rules.

Record of AAGPBL Equipment and Facllity Changes

Year Ball Size Length of Pitching Pitching
Basepaths Distance Style
1843 12" 65' 40" Underhand

1944 11-1/2 (midseason) 68' (mt,dseason)

1045 o " 42" (midseason) :
1946 - 17" : 72! 43" Underhand and
- Limlted Sldearm

1047 " ¥ N Full Sidearm
1948 10-3/8" B ' 50’ Overhand
1949 10" (Red Seam) " 55" (mldseason) "
1960 10" {livelier) : ! " 3
1952 10" (liveiler) " " "
19053 " 75 56’ "
1954 Regulatlon baseball 85' 60’ "

L (9-1/4")

‘(midseasoh)

This table:was obtained from the official website of the All-Amerlcan Girls Professlonal Baseball League
(www.aagpbl.org). To access directly, see http://www.aagpbl.org/history/hist_rp.html. The authors of the
table cite the following source materlal:

"Evolution:of the Ball Size Used in All American Girls Base Ball League From 1943 to 1949, And Diamond
Changes.'} Dally Records, 1943-1946; "History During 1946-7," Dalley Records, 1943-1946; AAGBBL Board
Meeting Minutes, 16 June, 1946, Daliey Records; "All-American Girls Baseball League - 1948," Dalley
Records,h]94?-1949: AAGBBL Board Meeting Minutes, 8 June, 11 July, 1949, 18 January 1650, 14
November 1951, 12 March 1852, 10 June 1954, Dalley Records; AAGBBL Board Meeting Minutes, 20
January 1853, Carl Orwant Records, McCannon Folder, Grand Raplds, Michigan.

S;‘ubstantial Information Included in this essay, in addition to that specifically cited, was obtained from the
officlal w%bslte of the AAGPBL (www.aagpbl.org). The author wishes to express his thanks to the keepers of that

slte for an invaluable source of information on the league.



The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League
Rules of Conduct :
by Jeff Eldridge
for the Midway Village and Museum Center, Rockford, {L

The following "Rules of Conduct" were accessed, from the official website of the All-Ametican
Glrls Professlonal Baseball League (www.aagpbl.org). For direct access, see
http://www.aagpbl.org/history/hist_rc.html. The keepers of the AAGPBL website acknowledge
that a copy of the "Rules of Conduict" were provided courtesy of the Northern Indiana Historlcal
Soclety, South Bend, IN.

THE MANAGEMENT SETS A HIGH STANDARD FOR THE GIRLS SELECTED
'FOR THE DIFFERENT CLUBS AND EXPECTS THEM TO LIVE UP-TO THE '
CODE OF CONDUCT WHICH RECOGNIZES THAT STANDARD. THERE ARE -
GENERAL REGULATIONS NECESSARY AS A-MEANS OF MAINTAINING

ORDER AND ORGANIZING CLUBS INTO A WORKING PROCEDURE.

1. ALWAYS appear in feminine attire when not actively engaged in practice or
playing:ball. This regulation continues through the playoffs for all, even though
your team Is not participating. AT NO TIME MAY A PLAYER APPEAR IN THE
STANDS IN HER UNIFORM, OR WEAR SLACKS OR SHORTS IN PUBLIC.

2. Boyifsh bobs are not permissible and in general your hair should be well
groomed at all times with longer hair preferable to short hair cuts. Lipstick should
always be on.

3. Smaking or drinking is not permissible in public places. Liquor drinking will not
be permissible under any circumstances. Other Intoxicating drinks in limited
portions with after-game meal only, will be allowed. Obscene language will not be
allowed at any time.

4. All spcial engagements must be approved by chaperone. Legitimate requests
for dates can be allowed by chaperones. .

5. Jewélw must not be worn during géme or.practice, regardless of type.

6. All Ii@ing quarters and eating places must be approved by the chaperones. No _
player ghall change her residence without the permission of the chaperone.

7. For émergenéy purposes, it is necessary that you leave notice of your
whereabouts and your home phone.

8. Each club will establish a satisfactory place to eat, and a time when all
members must be in their individual rooms. In general, the lapss of time will be
two hours after the finish of the last game, but in no case later than 12:30 a.m.



Piaye-ré fnust respect hotel regulations as to other guests after this hour,
maintaining conduct in accordance with high standards set by the league.

9. Always carry your employee's pass as’a means of identification for entering
the various parks. This pass is NOT transferable.

10. Relatives, friends, and visitors are not allowed on the bench at any time.

11. Due to shortage of eq_uipment, baseballs must not be given as souvenirs
‘without permission from the Management. :

12. Baseball uniform skirts shall not be shorter than six inches above the
kneecap. s ‘

13. In order to sustain the complete spirit of rivalry between clubs, the members
of different clubs must not fraternize at any time during the season, After the
opening day of the season, fraternizing will be subject to heavy penalties. This
also means in particular: room parties, auto trips to out of the way eating places,
etc. However, friendly discussions in lobbies with opposing players are
permissible. Players should never approach the opposing manager or chaperone
about being transferred.

14. When traveling, the members of the clubs must be at the station thirty
minutes before departure time. Anyone missing her arranged transportation will
have to'pay her own fair.

18. Players will not be allowed to drive their cars past their city's limits without
the spepjal permission of thelr manager. Each team will travel as a unit via
method of travel provided for the league.

FINES OF FIVE DOLLARS FOR FIRST OFFENSE, TEN DOLLARS FOR
SECOND, AND SUSPENSION FOR THIRD, WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE
IMPOSED FOR BREAKING ANY OF THE ABOVE RULES.



The teams' field managers were responsible for the final selections. In the interest of
competition, the league wanted the talent to be as evenly distributed as possibie among its
franchises. For this reason, the four groups of fifteen players were not actually assigned to
their teams until the selection process had been completed. Since the managers couldn't
know which group would play for whom, they did their best to spread the talent evenly. It was
only after the squg‘ds had been determined that they were randomly assigned to the four
inaugural teams: the Kenoéha Comets, the Racine Belles, the Rockford Peaches and the

South Bend Blue Sox.
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A sparts phenomenon of unusual significance to the
business management of Professional Baseball took plece
in the Middle West last season (1945). It is seldom in-
deed that opportunity is presented to study the figures
of three separate professlonal baseball enterprlses, of
three distinct types, all competing slmultaneously for the
same local patronage in a clty of about 130,000, But this
year the demonstration was phenomenal because the three
separate enterprises performed for nearly half of the 55
home~game season In & city without newspaepers. All news-
papers in Fort Wayne, Ind. suspended operatlons m July
7tn because of a union strike. They 41d not resume pub~
lication untll August 20th, six weeks and tiiree days later.

The differencesbetween the three competing organiza-
tions were such that under any clrcumstances the compara-
tive figures for attendance would be interesting. But in
this case the triangular exnibition was challenging be-
cause 1t demonstrated beyond questlon, first, that recent
developments and practlces in Basebuall have, for the minor
leagues, palpably weakerned rather tnan strengthiened the
game as a public spectacle; and second, that in this pre-
vailing form of the game the minor leagues are unnecessar-
11y exposing themselves to a Kind of competition that will
be difficult to meet.

Very few of the Bureau's correspondents enjoyed the
opportunity of observing the competing events. Therefore
1 am sending this comment -- and sinee the viewpolnt 1s
from tle side of business management it 1s golng as a
Blue Book Supplement.

The three sparts enterprises to be compared are as
follows:— First, a club of professienal and semi-profes-
sfonal baseball players supported by & great Industrial
corporation employing upwards of 20,000 people. The ath~
letic association backing the club Dboasted 5000 members,
The team enjoyed tne finest park in the city and booked
the strongest Independent clubs in America as well as Ma-
Jor League clubs. The season ran without Interruption
from the middle of May untll the third week of September.
Tickets were 50 cents each except for Major League exhil-
bitions when the price was Inereased to $1.00.

Second: The World's Championship Soft Ball Club: Not
only champions but admittedly the greatest club of Its
kind ever put together. It won over 50 straight, against
the natlion's best, at home and on the road, and its eom-
posite record over several seasons ks Dnever been ap-
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proached. it played on a munlclpal dlamand 1o & public
park with seating capacity for over 5,00C and all games

were free.

Third: The American Girls' Professional Baseball
League Club, It was the first season for tiils enterprise
{n Fort Wayne, Ind. Managed by a nationally known retired
player of the major leagues the c¢lub was {lnanced by a
non-profit corporation which advertlsed that 1f profits
acerued they would be used to support civic enterprises.
Games were played at night Ina high-school athletic fleld
equipped with temporary bleachers seating & meximum of
3,000 spectators. Adult tickets 1including tax were 74
cents each, as compared with 50 cents for the mens' pro-
fessional hard-ball games and the free tickets of the soft-

pall champlons.

The girls' c¢lub roster included 16 players. The low~-
est salary pald was $565.00 a week and the highest 3$90.00.
Excluding the manager the weekly payroll was $1075 and
roughly compsrable, therefore, to Class A-1 Professional

Baseball.

since the girls' game presents new comparative
standards amd since It establishes certain
quantities which Professional Baseball should
consider seriously and lmmedlately you will be
interested in the following attendance figures.

The total pald attendance for the six club league was
419,850 or an average of 69,575 2 club and representing
an increase of about 35% of the 1944 attendance. The ad-
ult pald attendance In Fort Wayne was 88,412 and on the
road the club played to 89,927, You will observe that
the league average was malntained altho 24 of thelir 55
home games were played durlng the newspaper strike.

The club played 21 games before the strike. The total
pald attendance for this group of gemes was 16,233 or an
average of 773 a game. The Lotzl paid attendance for the
24 games in July and August during the strike was 38,158
or an average of 1590 a game. No clrcus tactics wereused
to exploit the games. Simple radlo announcements, small
window cards and announcements during games carrled thé
burden of advertising. Thus the club built up patronage
week by week and game by game without newspaper agsigtance.
The attendance for the games following the strike, seven
in number was 14,120 or an average of 1,765 per gaie. At
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tils stage the Fort Wayne club was In 2nd place and threat-
ening tne first place club.

The highest pald attendance In the league was at Rock-
ford, Ill. where the league leaders drew 104,568. In ad-
dition to these regular season crowds the three Shaugh-
Nessy serles including a total of 13 games played to an
aggregate pald attendance of 30,483,

While the professional glirls were establishing this
remarkable record the professional men's team was [inding
nard going. QGames durlng the f£irst weeks of the season
were attracting from 500 t0 BOO spectators at fifty cents
each. From the beginning, however, the campetitive pull
of the glrls' games was apparent and finzlly during the
newspaper strike attendance dwindled to as 1low as a hun-
dred spectators -- even for extibition ¢lubs of wide rep-
utation. During this period the men's club won the Indiana
State semi-professional title in the tournament played on
the local munlcipal diamom. The total gate for the an-
tire series was less than 900.

It 1s not possible to present exact figures for the
champlonshlp soft-ball club bDecause the games were free
to the public. Declining public 1Interest however, was
cont inuously apparent. After the return of the newspapers
and toward the ¢loge of the season the general public had
become s0 much more Interested in the glrls' bzseball than
the men's soft-ball that the sports pages were glving
their bold headlines to the former while the soft-ball
national champions were receiving secondary attention.

e e B o o e P

Befors setting down the reasons far the competitive
success of this girls' league I want to expose some of
the general prejudices concerning 1it. During the, course
of the season I found occasionto discuss the project with
some of the Bureau‘s correspondents who represent major
league Interests. It was observed that they had become
casually aware of 4Girls' Professional Baseball® amd had
been led to believe or had Jumped to the conclusion that
it was one of three things: First, a sex show; Second,
glirls' organized soft-ball; Third, a passing novelty.

A. If by "sex" some kind of burlesque 1s inferred ths
opinlon could not be further from the truth. Whoever
46t up the league saw to that. There was not the
slightest evidence of sex exploltation In any phase of

ParS
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club management or Individual conduct -- not even so 1lit-
tle as a plece of llp-stick. Apparently these young wo-
men had been instructed that they were expected to maln-—
taln the dignity of thelr sex and American standards of
sportsmanship, and so, true to the feminine protective
instincts they dlid. The atmosphere was such that the

crowd did not indulge in indignitles. The players did not
reflect sex-consclousness.

On the other hand 1f, by "sex," 1s meant the normal
appeal of the feminine mode and attitude then most cer-
talnly sex was an Important source of lnterest and a leg-
itimate element of the league's success. The subtlety of
the influence was manifest in the vehenment denlals from
officials and fans that sex entered Into the game at all.
Nevertheless it was easily measured by & close comparison
of the reception accorded the player of grace and charm
with that of the ugly duckling of less feminlne 1f more
robust skill., The latter had the worst of 1t, not only
with the crowd, but also, and no doubt guite unconsclously,
with officials, with management and publicists, The ef-
tect of this 1nfluence could even be observed in batting
and flelding records, It should be reemphasized, however,
that the moral tone of the ehte rprlse was beyona reproach.

H filgher grade patronage ever complimenced a sgorts show

—

“and I have nover séen any long contInued program of atn-

~1etlc tontests WNich cecured and held such a large per-

centage of middle aded and elderly women,

B. Was it softball or Baseball. Referring to the secaond

assumption that the Girls' Professional Baseball game is
Just another form of "soft-ball" the position can not be
supported by the facts. Cricket is unlike Baseball althc
both games employ & hard nine-inch sphere. Likewlse soft-
ball and the girls' game differ fundamentally altho botk
use an eleven-inch sphere. (It is understood that their
11 inch ball 1s to be made smaller.) ir method, in the
number and deployment of players, whether at bat or in the
field, the girls played real Baseball. They could run,
steal, slide and do what was a revelation to most men —

throw, throw hard and with precision. Moreover, in thét
basic thing -- game strategy -- the girls' league exhib~-
ited Baseball according to high stendards — those compar-
zble with major league performance.

The crux of the matter, however, and the most pointed and
accurate way of differentiazing this ball game in the
general concept of Basebali is to call it "Dead-ball
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Baseball.” If you think of the Buseball of thirty
years ago, before the introduction of the modern
"home-run strategy” you have a clear picture of what
this league presented to the public, and the most im-
portant single factor in its success.

No ane has ever proved which kind of Baseball, the
old dead-ball or the modern *rabbit-balln game, holds
the larger capaclity for the development of spectator-
interest® But no one Jdenles the interest making val-
ues of base-stealing, illt-and-run, sacrifice, etc.,
and 1t was by enhancing the opportunities for these
factors that the girls' league made 1ts outstanding
success. Space will not permit detalled explanation

of why ¢thls 1s so. But I will add that a consensus
reached by veteran major leagwe playsrs, major leugue

scouts, major and minor league umplres, three sports
editors, two theatrical managers and & considerable
number of leading business and professlonel men 1s as
follows: The Girls' dead~ball game ¢cllipses minor

It seems tinely to dsflne "spectator-interestt in connection
with minor league operations, because vspectator-interest® 1s what
Baselball trades in.

As everyone knows tickets don't sell without 1t. But few re-
alize that much of interest 1S "suspense" and that ®suspense' is
in the nature of "pain.® Moreover the degree of "suspense-intereg *
which means excivement, thrills and clicking turnstiles is apt to
be acute, provocative, almost tormenting ®pain.*

It mey appear paradoxicel that people will crash geves for 2
condition of “pain® but it 1s true., It may also &ppear paradoxicsl
to say that crowds fight to destroy the foundations of spectator-
incerest. But thet is also true. We are all like the school ®irl
who wants to read the last chapter of a love story first, Having
done so the story 1s no longer *interes ing.* Similarly it 1s hu-
man nature to "end this suspense. "  When tals 1s accomplishel in-
terest immadiately lags. Therefore, never yleld to fan pressure
for such expedients. The hope of 2ll exhiditions is to hold sus-
pense to the last minute -- to keep the decislon 1n doudt uneil
the last act.

Unfortunately for Paseball and unlike the melodrama the main
contest zan't always be kept in doubt for a ninth inning decision.
Buc most fortunately ior Baseball the geme 1s not too dependent
upon the main contest. Inning by inning the game dJdevelops many
subordinate, Incidental incerest-provoking races and contests which
when properly staged rescue one-sided games from the zone of bore-
dom. The problem of management is the sclentific development and
ucilization of these.

L g

o



o

Is girls' game

~

7

league baseball as too fraquently displayed by the
lower classificatlons, and, as the records of 1846 in-
dlcate, will contlme to outdraw minor league ball
wherever the latter refuses to recognize the essentlal
sources of spectator-interest amd wherever park facil-
itles and management are adapted to the girls' game,
(In another paragraph some of the time factors of Base-
ball, dead-ball and soft-ball are set down., These show
how spectator-interest 1s developed and how it can be
measured and comrolled in your own subsidiary instal-
lations.)

C. Is the girls' game 4 passing novelty., Tnis assunp-
tion 1s obviously absurd in the premises. There isn't
any form of public entertalnment from which the femin-
Ine iInfluence can be divorced whether it 1s wanted or
not, but since when has 1t been a novelty to employ
feminine talent In legitimaste publlc entertzinment?
One might as well expect the elimination of sopranc
roles from operatic composition. If Baseball -- any
kind -- is not a "novelty" it 1s because as an Insti-
tution it has been established by an historlc sanction.
Ufider such a sanction girls'baseball qualifies as well
45 any other, and for obvious reasons 1t would probably

. be easler to organize the loyalty of a whole community
back of a girls' club than a men's. Moreover, opera-
tors are assured, for reasons suggested hereln that, as
1t was organized and played in 1945, the girls' game
will be rough competitlion wherever 1t collldes with
minor league ball of tihe hobbled, colorless type pre-
sented 1n many places.

Reasons why Girls' Baseball drew larger crowds than Men's
Baseball or Men's soft-ball

1. A constant, never suspended, pliysical attitude of
alertness was raquired of every flelder and was supportod
by continual player ®chatter," by conference *huddles," by
signalling and other conventional devices. The girls se~
cured & far superlor psychological effect from these de-
vices than is obtained by the average minor league organi-
zatlon. *Stalling" was minimized; umpire balting was lim-
ited; games (9 innings) seldom consumed more than one hour
and 20 minutes.

Z. Most important of all was a fast mowing procession
Of what oOne might call spotlighted episodes subordinate
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to Lhe game contest. These challenged the attention of
the spectator throughout the game. Foy example 1f a run~
ner was on a base the spectator was kept on edge by the

* ore Poot Note No.2 runner's constant threat to steal.** At the same time yaou

Fast movement
and |
Base running

»k Poot Note No. 2

spectator—interest
can be rkaured

Tne unit of
measurement

were keyed up by the uncertainty of whether the batter
would swing, hlt—and-run or ssacrifice. If two were on
bases there was constant maneuvering for a double steal.
When long hits inslde the park were accomplished most of
them involved close plays at second, third or the plate.
These plays whlch zave spectators time to bulld up sus-
pense~interest through perlods ranging from seven to fif-
teen seconds punetuated every game ard held the erowd in
breathless swepense as contrasted wWith synthetic nome
rus over the fence and thelr frequent destruction of the
suspense period. The chances for success in base stealing

Measuring unit for Spectator-interest. In koot Note No. 1 the
nature if the abstract cthing we call "spectabtor-interest® was ex-
plained, Foot Note No. 2 18 added to suggest how thls stuff which
we are selling to the publlic can be sclentifically measured.

How much of the commodity, “spectator-interest, ® must be exhilb-
1ted in a ball game to make a profescional club successful from a
financilal viewpoint may be a matter of oplnion, but the esssntlal
thing about it 1s that "spectator-interest® can be analyzed in unit
quantities. The unit quantitiss include all the incldental epl-
sodas, such as astolen bace or & long fly which combine Lo produce
the "suspense-interest® of a pall geme. These units of measurs-
ment or episodes can de numed, timed and tabulated, and c¢an be em-
ployed by management to protect and bulld the game.

Bazeball 1s particularly fortunaté in that {t probably holds a
potential capacity for producing more different elements of "spec-—
tator-interest! than any other popular sport.

Obviously spectator-interest i1s not a continucusly <flowing
streaam. On the contrary it is carried along, unevenly, by & pro-
cession of overlapping or successive eplsodes. The strongest sin-
gle source of interest naturally ls the contest of the game itscelf
which runs cthrough from the first pltch te¢ the last out and the
final score. But, as we all know, there are 00 many uneven scores
for success todepend upon the game-contest alone. The game-contest
mist be augmented by many other incldental contests,

To mention only two or three of those which come immediately
to mind there 1s that successlion of c¢ontests between the pitcher
and the batters who face him. There are at least 51 of these epl-
sodes in each game. Long flies to the outfleld are 1life savers
for spectator-interest in many a ball game. Often the filelder must
run well over a hundred feet to catch the ball. Thus ample tinme
elapses for suspense-interest to builld up untll 1t snaps at the
catch, error or safe descent of the ®all, Another valuable source

consc
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were Just abaut the right proportion to make the effort
count in game strategy. Scorlng was comparatively low and
therefore, produced In e large percentage of the games the
psychological effect of a close contest.

There were more 1ntentlomal passes, strike-outs and
bases—-on-balls and a larger proportion of runners left on
bases to runs scored than in standard baseball practice.
But this condition praduced a surprise element for this
observer. It brought about a continual pressure and move-
ment toward the plate -- an around-the-diamond threat,
linked up all the way from frirst to third, to reach that
focal point of game Interest. I don't inow whether this
strategy was planned or not, or even whether the manage~
mentwas consclous of it but the home plate and what It

of interest is the maneuver to steal a base, This 1s one of the
elements which with questionable wisdom has been almost fadjusted”

out of Organlzed Baseball, and will serve to 1llustrate the viola-
tion of e natural law of management. The law might be stated:-

Do notr permit the introduction of any expedient which deprives the

game of amy potentials for interest producing efisodes.

The most exciting incidental episode (in 1tself) of & ball game
is en Inside-the-park hame run which ends with a long throw and
clogse play at the plate. The reason 18 that It consumes 14 or

more seconds -- a long time for the interest bubble to expand be-
fore 1t bursts.

The example lllustrates the time element of the measuringunit,
In otler words the unit for measuring "spectator-interest® 1s
made up of two elements, action and time — "zction® identifies
the 1Incidental contest, “time" permits the senses to percelve,
evaluate and wait for the decision.

Emphasize the "action® quality of 1nterest producing episodes
and one can readlly see why horse racing would never stand up eco-
nomically without the synthetic stimulus of gambling. Big tracks
can't exhibit enough incidental episodes to fortify the main event.,
If 1t 1s an uneven race 1t's a dud for interest. The 1ittle things
which might save {t are too far away to catch the attentlion.

Emphaclze the time element and one can readi{ly see why Soft
Ball a3 now ruled can never hupe to command spectator-interest.
The pitching distance and space between bases are too short. The
action ls all over before the senses have time to apperceive and
build up suspense.
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means 1n Baseball stood up 1llke a big goal post, all the
time, In these games. i1t 1s something for Baseball to
think about.

The game contest 1is, of course, the most valuable
sinzle element of spectator-iaterest, However, the glrls!
Zame was not as dependent as ours upoil this backbone ele-
ment. In a serles of 25 games 1t was possible to estimate
in a fairly accurate way that the glrls'brand of ball was
developing a considerably larger number of Interest pro-
voking eplsodes oOr suspense-interest elements (sse foot
note Na. 2), than the average minor league ball I have
access to. It appeared that this excess was over 18%. It
so 1t helps explaln the financial success of the league
and presents a rather strong argument for the restoration
of more of these Iinte rest making elements to our dawn ganme.

3, Time 6lements. Bassball men are apt to lose slghe
of the fact that time clements are all lLiportant quenti-
ties in the production of spectator-interest (see tfoot
note No. 2). Major League pitching at 803 feet 1s timed
somewhere around four tenths of a second. Girls' pltching
2t 42 feet was appsrceptively plus or minus flve tenths.
Belng slower in coordlnation than men the extrd tenth gave
them time to develop a good swing. (Their bats were v0O
neavy for them,) But the base dlstance established for
the zirls was a happy decislon. Whether by lintentlion or
accident the 88 feet from home to first (the distance for
soft-ball 1s only 60 feet) yleided for the girls almost
the same time elements m:=n require for the 90 foot base
paths., From crack of the vat to first the glrls’ running
time varied from 3.8 to 5 plus seconds depending on the
usual variables, and tney circled tne bases 1n 13 to 15
seconds. One tall, raw-baied, narrow-hipped type was
clocked at 12.8 seconds for a home ruf ~- a speed which a
hizh school boy would not have to de LOO ashamed of.

Sut tile success elements referred to 1n paragraph 2
depended In part upon the relation of the dead-ball and
out~fleld action with these infield time elements. Long
filies with the 1ive ball in the major leagues hang in alr
as long as 7% seconds and travel well over 400 fest. An
ordinary fly whether foul, pop-up or outfleld, very often
stays 1n the air about By seconds. Thus the tlme element
permits a good three-factor race between ball, flelder
and runner with ample time for the building up of intense
spectator~interest. Now in the girls' game the 5% sec~
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ond fly was also the prevalling time element. But the
dead ball with its slower velocity pulled the distance
element down to 200 feet or less, The result was that
with tine same time element the actlon was focused down Lo
a smaller area where closer perception Intensified the
suspense bullding elements.

In only one way did this 54 second and 200 foot com-
bination work to destroy spectator-interest. When tast
flles were hit go right fleld Inthe regular zone for safe
singles the ball could be handlea on the first bound by
the outfielder for a put-out at rirst base -—- a weakness
which was offensive to tre spectator's sense of justice
and which could easily be ellminated by a simple ruling.

4. The relation of the foregoing outfield time and
distance factors was successful In the example herein pre-
sented -- that is, 1n a "bleacher park" with #Class D
floodlighting® and for crowds not to exceed $,000. The
qQuestion 1is would the same success follow for larger po-

tentlals -- say, for example, class AA populations and
park facilities, =

There are sclentific reasons for believing that the American
basepall of 5 ounces ard 9 Inches 1s as near perfection as it can
be made, in so far as welght and size go, On the other hand there
Is no aclentiric reascn why baseballs of those dimensions should
not be graded for elasticity -- for the objective of producing the
best geme for the berticular grale of skill concerned and the phy~-
sical character of the evailable park-crowd,

It would be casy to make & baseball that could be batted over
500 feet. Would & pitcher be able to handle a line drive with
such & ball? It would produce more home runs but would they add
Lo spectator-interest in the parks now available? By the same tok-
en the nskyrocket™ now used which soared up out of sight ip the
hair-1ight of a class nor park, which forced infielders {nto the
outfield and outfielders back against the fence in a 3,000-crowd-
town wWas a detriment Lo the game as demonstrated by "dead-ball
baseball¥ in the unmistakable terms of dollars and cents at the
gate.

Baseball schedules belng long continulng programs are not good
instruments for the one-day-circus kind of exploitation. Since
consertative management means succeas with continuing league pro-
grams the three basic elements to link up must be as follows:-
Right adjustment of game mechanics, to park lay-out, to croud po~
tentials. The smaller the bopulation tne more the necessity for
varied suspense-interest and Intvimage or close spectator contact.
The -larger the city the greater the 14berty can be with sensational
and spectacular effects — for the very simple reasoen that great
populations can present demands rap beyond: the capacity of any park
to accomodate, '
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Obviously the data I have can not answer that question
but the competitive situation detalled on pages 3 2nd 4
d1d make valid one general conclusion which 1s briefed as
follows: -
A, The "rabbit-ball® now In general use 1s too 8les-
tic for the skill of the lower classifications of
minor league organization as measured in competition
and in spectator-interest. Safeguarding the size and
welght of the standard baseball which has evolved to
near perfection the product should be graded in elas-
ticity and thus adapted to the skills and park facil-
ities of the several classifications. Various reasons
for this concluslon as measured In terms of spectator-
interest appear elsewhere In the discussion and ap-
pended notes.

B. The arbitrary distance of 60 feet from t=se 1lines
to grandstand 1s no doubt a practical limitation for
iarge plants and crowds. But 1v 1s far too great for
small parks and crowds up to three or four thous..nds.
The 30 fooi (approximate) distance proved to be e
great advantage for girls' competition with men's besebsll

The 90° playing field of Baseball is what mude Base-
ball possibie as an exnibition for large crowds as con-
trasted with such a game as Cricket. Foul ball play,
ground or flr, which Is the ironic accldental of Base~
ball is a dud for spectator-interest anytime a any-
place and not worth the sacsrifice of close spectator
contact where safety factors permit.

S. The lmportance of tne Girls' brand of Baseball nas
been measured ln another way the significance of which I
hope will not be overlooked by those who ought to be con-
cerned. Tnls is especially true in this perlod when we
read continually of new devices, synthetic and otherwise,
to bulld, promote or inflate interest 1n Baseball. The
girls' game produced more sand-lot activity in tnis city
among both girls and boys, than any influence of the last
25 years, That 15 a strong statement but 1t has Dbeen
noticed by everybody. It is the first time 1n many years,
in this natioral basketbell center, that #"garage-end® and
"telephone-pole® baskets have been neglected for "round-
ers® in the vacaat lot. The effect was accomplished be-
cdause this new-old dead-ball game brought out more of the
Interest provoking elements with which baseball is 890

richly endowed while other forms of the game languished
ln competition.

E. W. MDSS
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OFFICIAL UNIFORM PLAYER’S CONTRACT

OF

"AMERICAN GIRLS
BASEBALL LEAGUE

THIS AGREEMENT, by and between...........R0¢ckford Peaches Inc, ... . hercin called
the Club, and.....an...com.sarmdmmmmm o e ceeeeeen 03 PR VU U herein called the Player:
Parties and The Club is a member of the American Girls Baseball League and as such jointly wilh the other
Reclial

Employment
Agreement

Salaxies

Loyalty

Service

members of said League is a party to the Constitution and By-Laws of said League, and the parties hereto
hereby bind themselves to rules and regulations now or hereafter adopted by the League pursuant to its
Constitution and By-Laws, The purpose of such Constitution and By-Laws, Rules and Regulations is to
insuro to the public wholesome and high class prolessional girls baseball by cstablishing and defining
relations between the Club and the Player, between all Club members of said League, and between the
Clubs and Players and said League, as the central organization of which, said Clubs and Players are
a part.

Subject to the foregoing provisions, the parties herelo agree as follows:

L. The Club hereby employs the Player to render skilled service as a baseball player in conneetion
with all games of the Club during the year 19........ including the Club’s training season, the Clul’s exhibi-
tion games, the Clul’s regular playing season and any oflicial serics in which the Club may parlicipate,
and in any games or series of games following the regular playing season in the receipts of which the
Player may be entitled to share, and the Player agrees that she is capable of and will pecform with expert-
ness, diligence and fidelity the services stated and such duties as may be required of her in such employ-
ment, and incidental thereto.

2. For the services aloresaid the Club will pay the Player an aggregate monthly salary of 3..26.0'00
during the official playing season as follows: in semi-mouthly instailments after the commencement of the
oflicial playing season covered by this contract, such monthly salary to begin with the commencement of
the Club’s regular playing season or such subsequent date as the Player’s services may commence and end
with the termination of the Club’s regular scheduled playing season. If the Player is in the service of the
Club for part of the playing season only or if the playing season exceeds any calendar mouth, the Player
shall receive such proportion of the monthly salary above mentioned in excess of any calendar month
period as the number of days of her actual employment in the Club’s playing season in excess of said
calendar month period bears to a thirty-day calendar month,

8. The Player during said season will faithfully serve the Club or any other Club to which, in cou-
{formity with the agreements above, or hereinafter recited, this contract may be assigned, and pledges her-
self Lo the American public to conform to high standards of personal conduct, fair play and good sports-
manship.

4. The Player agrees that, for the purpose of avoiding injuries and to remain in the best possible
physical condition to perform the services she has contracted with the Club to perform while under contract
or reservation she will not play baseball otherwise than for the Club or for such other Clubs as may become
assignees of this contract in confermity with said agreements; and that, except with the written consent of
the Club or its assignees she will not engage in any game or exhibition of basketball, hockey, or other ath-
letic sport. The Player agrees that while under contract or reservation she will not play in any post season
baseball game except with the permission of the Club. The Player agrees that her picture may be taken for
still photographs, motion pictures or television at such times as the Club may designate and agrees that all
rights in such pictures shall run to the Club and may be uscd by the Club for publicity purposes in any
manner it desires. '
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This contract, supergedes, prior contract,

5. This contract may be assigned by the Club to another Club in the League and in case of such
assignment the Player shall promptly report to the assignee club and accrued salary shall be paid by the
assigning club to the date on which the player is directed to report o the assignee club, and each suc-
cessive assignee shall become liable 1o the Player for her salary during the term of her service with such
nssignee and the assigning club shall not be liable therefor after the date so fixed Tor yeporting to an
assignee. The same salaly rate shall apply and be obligatory upou the assigner club from the time the
player reports to such assignee club.

6. This contracl may be terminated at any time by the Clab upon giving official release notice 10
the Player upon payment of salary Lo the date of such release, together with transportation expense il neees
sary, for her return to her home, (as hercinabove designated.)

7. The Player und Club accept as part of this contract the regulations printed on the last page
hercof, and also such modifications of them and such other regulations as the League may announee from
titme to lime.

8. The League Constitution, the Rules and Regulations of the League, the Official Playing Rules
of the League, and all amendments thereto hercalier adopted are hereby made a part ol this contract, and
the Club and the Player agree o accept and abide and comply with the same, and all decisions ol the
League Board of Directors pursuant thercto. In consideration of the rights and interests of the public in
the sport of girls basebuall, the League President or the Board of Directors may make public the record
of any inquiry, investigation or hearing held or conducted, including in such record all evidence or in-
formation given, received or obtained in connection therewith, and including further the findings and de-
cisions therein and the reasons thexefor.

9. The Player hereby grants to the Club or any assignee of the Club hereunder oplions to Jenew this
agreeiment upon the same terms and conditions other than salary, for the term of each successive year here-
after, such salary rate to be agreed upon by tie partics hereto, and in delault of agreewent by the parties
the sulary rate shall be determined as provided in paragraph 10 herealler, but upon such determination
aud final decision rendered, the Player will accept the salary rate so fixed. Such renewal option shall he
‘exercised by the Club by notice in writing to the Player, by United States Mail, postage prepaid, at the

address designaled by the Player on the records of the Club, on or before March Ist of cach succerding
playing scason,

10.  In case of dispute between the Player and the Club the same shall be relerred o the President
of the League as an umpire, and the decision of the President shall be accepted by all parties as final.
unless the aggrieved club or individual shall appeal in writing to the Board of Directors within seven days
of the date of such decision, whereupon the decision of the Board of Directors arrived at as soon therealter
as the Board may reasonably convene and act upon such appeal, shall be binding upon all partics horeto.

1. The Club and the Player covenant that this agreement fully scts forth all understandings and
agreements between thein and that no other understandings or agreements whether heretofore or lerealte
made shall be valid or of any ellect unless expressly set forth in a new or supplemental writien contract

executed by the Player and the Club or its assignee, complying with all agreements and rules o which
this contract is subject,

12, This contract is subject to Federal or Slate legislation, regulations, excoulive or wther oficial
orders or other governmental action, now or herealter in eflect, respecting military, naval, aic ov other gov-
ernmenlal service, which may directly or indirectly affect the Player, the Club or the League, and is sul-

ject alse to all ru]cs, regulations, dccisinns, or other action o suspend the operation of this contrart dur-
i
ing any national emergency.

Signed this........... 'P’ ......................... day of....... 3% 4‘-“5 ADo 19§
Player's Social Security No.:ot....ooco.oe.... s —lub . BOGK .O.I.fd...Peac};eiilnc. .
Consenl of Parent or Guardian By z /‘é&/"f’{ __________

. . . . | It .l

Consent is given to the minor Player execut- . '"““d (’l"b Uflici
ing this contract and any renewals thereof with- vaserssrersens wensremsparsmnesersslt
out any lurther renewals of this consent by the . Player Sign Here
undersigned. e e e

I’fayer’s Home Addrc.ss;wsuccl and No.
Parent-Guardian | City and Stale

1ssued for 1951 8eason

In +ha amarsws -.p AAbnA AN



REGULATIONS

The playing season for each year covered by his contract shall be as fixed by the Lcague and the schedule therefor.

The Player must keep herself in [irst class physical condition and must at all times conform her personal conduct with
high moral standards of good sportsmanship and good citizenship. The Player shall devote such time to practice and
training as shall be prescribed by the Club or its assignee.

The Player when requested by the Club or by the League must submit to a complete physical examination without ex-
pense to her, and if necessary, to treatment by a regular physician or denlist in good standing, such treatment to be nt
the Player’s expense, unless any physical condition or delect is caused by accident arising out of or in the course of
her employment. Refusal of the Player to submit to medical or dental examination shall be a violation of this regula-
tion, and shall authorize such penalty as may be deemed advisable under Regulation 7 of this contract.

Disabilityresulling directly [rom injury sustained while rendering service under this contract shall not fmpaiv the
right of ke Player to receive her [ull salary for a period not exceeding two (2) weeks [rom the date of her injury, at the
terminatiog of which period she may be oflicially released or at the option of the Clul continued on the salavy roll in
an inactive or active capacity. The payment of any additional benelits to the Player by the Cluh following snch injury
shall not create any [ixed or vested right to receive payments in addition to said period of two (2) wecks. Any other
disability or any misconduct may be ground [or suspending or lerminaling Lhis contract at the diseretion of the Club.
A Player who sustains an injury while playing ball for hee Club must serve writtea notice upon hee Club ol such
injury, giving the time, place, cause and nature of injury within ten (10) days of her sustaining sueh injury.

The Club will furnish the Player with uniform exclusive of shoes. Upon terminalion of the playing season or the re-
lease of the Player, the Player agrees to surrender the unilorm or her uniforms to the Club.

In order to enable the Player to fit hersclf for her duties under this contract, the Clul may require the Player to report
for practice at such places as the Clul may designate and o participate in snch exhibition coulests as may be arvanged
by the Club for a period of .............. days prior lo the playing senson, without any other compensation than that herein
provided; the Club however to reimburse the Player for traveling expenses and meals en route from her home ity
to the point designated for such training; traveling expenses irvespective of the means of transportation used shall con-
sist of one-way coach fare [rom the Playet’s home city. The home city for players who lave leretolore served any
Club in the League shall be that city given as the Player’s address on the last signed contract. For Players who have not
previously served the League, the home city shall be the city where the Player’s legal vesidence has been established.
The Player shall pay all her living expenses in the home city of the Club. The Club will provide and furnish the Player
while away from the Club’s home city, or traveling with the élub to or in other cities, with proper and necessary trans.
portation and hotel rooms in such hotels and in such rooms in hotels and in such combinations ol players oceupying such
rooms, as the playing manager or chaperone of the Club may designate. All matters of transportation shall be arranged
and paid for by the Club, and its choice of such transportation shall be final.

For violation by the Player of any rule or regulation or ol the terms of her contract, the Club may impose a reasonable
fine and deduct the amount thereof from the Player’s salary or may suspend the Player without salavy, or both, but if
suspension is imiposed hy the Club and exceeds ten (10) days, the Player may appeal to the President of the League,
and the decision of the President of the League on all such matters shall be final.
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at a hotel, that hotel is the home of all, and no group is separated.
In the first year of operation the league hendled all the
physical and financial problems, and operated all teems. In the second
year franechises were granted to the four original clubs and the league
operated Milwaukee and Minneapolis, Through the 1943 and 1944 seasons
the league was controlled by a Board of Trustees. The new plan, adopted
following the 1944 season, turns the leegue over to the member clubs,
The ALL-AMERICAN GIRLS PROFESSIONAL BALL LEAGUE 1s now set up as an
association of member clubs, governed and directed by a Board of Trustees,
this board consisting of a representative from each ¢lub in the league.
The entire project has as its aim a self-supporting, sound business set-

up,

1943 TEAM STANDINGS

TEAM o LOST PCT.
RACINE 59 49 546
SOUTH BEND 58 50 537
KENOSHA 56 52 «519
ROCKFORD 43 65 398
Racine won 1lst Half 34 20 «630
Kenosha won 2nd half 33 21 <611

The winners of the two helf had a playoff
and RACINE won the championship.

1944 TEaM STANDINGS
MILWAUKEE 70 45 609

SOUTH BEND 84 52 552
KENOSHA 62 54 «534
ROCKFORD 53 60 469
RACINE 53 64 +453
MINNE&APOLIS 45 e «385
KxNOSHA won 1lst half 36 23 «610
MILW. won 2nd half 40 19 «678

The winners of the two halfs had a playoff
and MILWAUKEx WON THE CHAMPIMNSHIP.

TREASURER

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE PEACHES

yICE-PRES®

PRES IDENT

HARRY M. HANSON
Pres. -~ Damascus Steel Corpe.
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ARTHUR LUNDAHL
- State and Madlson Recrestion
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PEACHES STOCKHOLDERS

Aero Screw Corpe.

Am., Cabe. Hdwe
Aragona Club

Baltic Lodge #56

W.F. & John Barnes
Joseph Behr & Sons
Bergren Plumbing
Harry Brant

Burd Piston Ring
David Carlson Roof.
Jdelo Case Co.

L. E. Caster

Central Iron Works
Comay's Jewelry
Cutler Furniture
Damascus Steel Prod.
Ebaloy Foundries
Ekstrom-Carlson Co.
Elco Tool & Screw Coe
Elks Club of Rockford
Forest City Knitting
Forging & Stamping
Forest City Foundry
Free Sewlng Machine
Carl Glans

Js Bs Glasner

Globe Imperial Assoce

Greenlee Brothers Co.

Gunite Foundries
JeHs.Hallstrom Ins.
Harmony Singing Soc.
Highlend Lumber=-Fuel
D. J. Hllvers

Edward Hocker
Holmquist Lumber-Fuel

Arthur L. Johnson
Erlec B. Johnson

J. Ae Johnson
Wilbur. E. Johnson

George Krischell
Lithuanian Club
H.OH.OH._OK...H.W—H”H mQNH- moo.
Clarence Larson
Linden & Sons

Art Lundahl

Tony Lungo

Dewey W. Lundquist
McHugh Brothers

Re A: Maitzen

Mandt Brake Service
National Lock Coe.
Navy Club Of Rockford
Leslie Peters

P. N. Pesterson
Rockford Eagles
Rockford Brass Wks.
Rockford Die & Tool
Moose Lodge

Rockford Mach. Tool
Rockford Met. Spece.
Rockford Mu. Ben. Asan.
Rockford Screw Prod.
Roma Beneflt Soc.
Ricks Bowling
Rockford Drop Forge
Service Eng. Co.
Smith 01l

Sveas Soner

Je August Swenson
Sall Bros. Co.

Twin Disc.,

Vet. of Forelgn Wars
Winn. County Beer and
liquor Dlrs. Assn.

J« Ces Hutchins
Rockford Tire & Vulce.
John Zanzinger

ONE PAGE HISTORY OF THE PEACHES

There was word going around that a girls!
professional ball league was in the making. A
group of Rockford firms end individuals, listed
on another page, interested in providing this
community with healthful and enjoyable sports
relaxation, put their minds, energy, and money
behind Rockford'!s bid for participation in the
league. You have already read the hilstory of
the league, and PEACHES history parallels it.

Rockford was one of the first four towns
in the league. The color of Rockford'!'s uniform

‘'was established before the name "PEACHES" was

glven the team; in fact a few geames had been pla
ed before the name PEACHES received-the winning
vote in a contest.

In 1943, 46,882 fans attended the home
games. Interest grew in 1944, with 80,069 fans
enjoying girls professional ball. Up to Monday
night, July 16, 1945, 53,969 people passed thru
the gate witnessing 31 home games 1n 25 nights.
That's an average of 2,158 per night. Locsal
club officials are hoping to hit the 100,000
mark before the end of the season. The Rockford
club leads the league in attendance, and at pres
time, are leading the lezgue in number of games
won~-~-and 1it's everyones wish that they bring ho
the Pennant.



THE PEACHES ALL TOGETHER

TOP ROW (L to R); Carolyn Morrls, Dorothy
Green, Margaret Wiglser, Kay Rohrer, Mildred
Deegan, Jean Cione.

MIDDLE ROW (L to R); Jo Fischer, Rose Gacloch,
Dorothy Harrell, Irene Kotowlcz, Jo Lenard,

Marie Timm.

FRONT ROW (L to R); Bill Allington, Dorothy
Ferguson. Helen Fillarski, Olive Little, Irene
Applegren, Dorothy Kamenshek, Betty Carveth.

BAT GIRLS;

Nancy Manne and Doris Calacurcio.
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BATTING AND FIELDING IN 1943 AND 1944

Player Year — Team Pos. Games __Batting Fielding
Kamenshek 1943 Rockford OeFe & 1lst 101 , o271 « 9656
Kemenshek 1944 Rockford 1st 113 257 «976
Deegan 913 Rockford  O.F, & znd 29 206 .9l
Deegan 1944 Rockford 2nd 104 232 2969
Herrell 1944 Rockrord oy il i o8 ar e
Lenara  loaa Rockford 0. 201 21 .85
Mateer | A mell o OF 8 L Ee 0 s
Gacloch 1944 South Bend 0.F. 73 161 «982
Green 1013 Rockfora oy el w7 Jdea et
Green 1944 Rockford Ce 98 0145 962
Little 1043 Rockford per s RS s o145 | mEn
worris Tz s Rockford - R A 143 L899
Applegren loas Rockford 5, s coyn 1. I 253 Lol

1943-1944 RECORDS OF PRESENT PITCHERS

Player Year Team Games Won Tost Pect, E.R.
Tittle 1943 Rockrord ) ) 15 <563 .55
Morris 1944  Rockford 230 18 b e B T e Sl
applegren 1944 Rockford < T i6 K- 4.l ey 4 T
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- Players of the
All American Girls Professional Baseball League

NAME EITY VRARS HAME ciry VEARS MamE eIy YEARS
Abbolt, Valma Regins. Snak 194640 Figin, Jussphns Milltasn, NI 1964 Luckoy, Lillin Bertrand, M1 1946
Adums, Evetyn Richmond, VA 1966 Filarsia, Helen Deuroit, MI 1944 90 Lubtale. Shirlsy Daalb. IL 195)
Albright, Eileen . 1948 Fsher, Alva Jo Flarmovs Bowh, G4 194548 Luna, Betey Los Angeles, CA 194050
Alderfer, Gertrude Telford, PA 1948 ighar, Lorrais Detroit, MI 194749
Muskegan, M1 1269 Rapid City, SD. 1046
Larchwood, [A 194254 Qzone Park, NY 1948 MacLean, Lusella Saskatoon, Sask, 194344
Wichila, K§ 1948-50 Florrsich, Lois Wabater Grove, MO 1943:50 Greenville, SC 194453
Hevanna 194954 Folder, Rose Fpringlleld, IL 1944 Houston, TX 1947-48
Bathune, Sask 1946 Fou, Anlta Providonce, RI 1948 51 1946-47
Milwaukes, WY 198344 Foss, Betty Metropolis, LL 195054 MeKeesport, PA 194851
Peoria, IL 194453 Fouatain, Balty Ramo, GA 1949 Marina, Virgini Garfield, NJ 195263
Rockford, 1L 1953 Fox, Helan Ardlay. ALB, 194354 Jomaica Plain. MA 195054
Phounis, AZ 1944-45 Froncis, Betty Chicago, IL 1949 54 San Diego, CA 198344
Fart Wayne, T 1846 Franks, Husopine Qcanto, WI 1945 Seranton, PA 1948-54
Pasrtacket, R 185152 Fritz, Baty Jane Oshkogh, W1 194344 Marrero, Mirtha Havaone, Cuba 194833
Armald, Norene Oregon, 1L 1949 Froning. Mary Minstar, OH 1951-54 Marsh, Daris Elkchert, 1945
Maeshall, Theda Dewver, CO 1947-49
Marti Columbua. OH 1945
Bakar, Mary Regins, Sask 194353 Wheeling. West, VA 1944.94 Masan, Pat Cedar Rapida. LA 1950
Baker, Phyllis Marshall, MU 193356 Kenosha, W1 195051 Matlock. Ruth Cromwell Heights, PA 1950
Baliingal, Ghris 1950-54 Havanna 1848.49 Mattson, Jecquelin Milwaukea, Wi 1950-51
ebata 1948 Louisville, KY 1948.45 X
Barker, Joan 1953 Chicago, 1L 1949 51
Barker, Lots 150 Downers Grove, Il 195354 Me Faul, Gene Reging, Sask,
Barnett, Charluna 194750 Chesilhurst, NJ 1951:5¢ Me Keona, Betty Lisbon, OH
Bamey, Edith 1948.40 Calumbus, OH 1948 49 Me Veigh. Jeannle
Barr. Doris 194446 Chicago, [L 1945 42 MeAuley, Mildred Regina, Sask
arrnger, Patnss 184750 Gileriat, JJean 1318 McCGlonkey, Glorin Edena. MO
Batlkio, Anestasia 1945 Gilmors, June 1944 McComb, Joanine Avanmors, PA
Batzaglia, Fam 1951 Glaser, Rose Mary 1944 MeCreary, Ethel f
DNaumgerinee, Mary 1349.64 Greldemith, Beidany Blgin, (L 194951 McDanlel, Kay Bdmonton, Alberia 194244
Bayan, Belty 1850 Gosbee, Ann Essex, MA 1954 McFudden. Betty Jean 1943
Baure, Kathryn 1946 Grambo. Thelma Damrery, Sask 1946 MeKinley, Therese Chieago, IL 149 e, Jonse Wyabstang. A
Becker, Donna 1960 51 Crant, Olga Calgary, Alboria 1944 Meachem, Mildret Charlotle, NC 194748 Biefuri, Margsri ez, M1
Bel), Virginia 1948 Green, Dorothy Natick, MA 1943-53 Fort Wayne, IN 1946-51 Stephne Ry Cosrwatar, TL
Bellman, Lois 1949 Grund, Beuy Moaroe, M1 1348 Melln Berith 1843 Clewiit. le=sily
Bennes, Catherivia 19444 Gutz, Julin Storm Lake, [A 194850 Menheer, Marie Kenosha, WL 1945 Srevanpon. Emily Crasnimign, 1L
Berger, Murgaret 1944 Mstasch, Barnice Joliet, 1L 194849 Beransns, Romsiiry Seatwars, bl
Betger. Norma 1950 Metrolia, N Lake Worth, EL 1946 50 Mihestian, A
rremann, Erma 194651 Habben. Carol Midland Park, NJ 1933 34 Meger, Rita Floriasant, MO 1946°50 Weat Pelat, BA
Derlinme. Elismbeth 194546 ‘Haekbarth, Violet Walsriown, WI 1948 Middlstan, Ruth Wincipeg. Manitoba 185054 Alymnds, CA
Beschomer, Mary 1949:50 Haues, Avdrey Winsipee Maringba 194451 Kenasha, W1 104245 Fosbery, MA
Bevis, Muriol 1050 Hainas, Martha Carington, KY 1947 1948 Mdisse, 1L
Bird Nelda 1945 Mammeod, Stushina Kalumazoo, Ml 1954 Milwaukea, WI 1903 - L
Bittner, Jaynne Labenon, PA 1947-54 ‘Hanna Marjoris Calgary, Alberea 1944 Piltmaa, NS 1949-5) Roc lilamd, (L
Blair. Maybell 1947.48 Hardn, Julla Macan, GA 1946 Htanan bl KY 195152 TRockfurd, T
Blaski, Allce Walliogford, CT 195354 Hargraves, Johanna Chicago, IL 1943.49 Chaltancogs, TN 194547
Bleiler, Audrey 3 1950.51 Harmeit, Ann Chicago, IL 194347 Belleville, MI 1946
lta, Kay North Plaiafild, NF 194454 Harney, Rlole Jnckanvili, 1L 194348 195254 Forasha. WI
Borg, Larvaine Mlazeapolis, MN 1944 Harrington, Doria 1952 1951-52 Zeazh, CA
Born, Ruth Bay City, ML 1943 Hustm, deophise Waltham, MA 1946-54 1950-54 e, Wital Manissba,
Boyes, Ethel 1946 Havlish, Jean St Pau), MN 195354 1944 Passaie. XY
Briggs. Ritn Ayer, 194754 Hay, Florence Chlcago, TL 1249 Linenln Park, MT 1950-52 o
Brigge, Wilma Eaot Gmmnt)l. Al 194854 ﬂﬂylelL Alice Bautle Creek, MI 1946-49 St Charles, MO 1966 Craed Raybla. MI
Brody. Leola 1041 Statwaboro, GA 1948 Phoenix. 1944146 Winherirw
Brown, Barharn Mogood, 1L 1949 50 1945 Chicago, IL. 1950 deles. 1L
Brown, Patricia Winehrop, MA 1950.51 Gastonin, NC 1946 54 Bridgeport, NY 185054
Brumfield, Delorea Prictard, AL 194753 1548 iengm, 1949 Mol FL =
Bryson, Morion Callfornia 1340 Gap. PA 1948 Cheets. O 1947-53 Sk, ¥l
Buceor, Katherina 1246 194647 Murray, Marge Jaliet. [L 193849 Edmeaen, ALY,
Buckley, Jean Boston, MA 1950.64 Chatanooga, TN 194351 Pachdsed, [
Musidar, Gersliline Fortland, OR 194849 Kenoshe, W1 1945:49 CQrapendie. 5T
Burkovich, Shirley Swissvale, PA 196951 Jeieup. PA 1951 Nahiyk, Liz 1947 #
Butcher, Mary Berne, IN 1045 1846 Naum, Torothy Dearborn, M1 1946 51 Dayhem, OH
" Bellaville, [L 195152 Neal, Docts Lincotn Park, MI 19¢8.49
Holda, Mary 1943 Nearing, Merna 1943 Mins=agotis, MN
1947 Kenoshn, WI R85 Nelson, Dodie Los Angeles, CA 194748 Mg Varnas, N 1
Vanmuver, B.C. 1944-99 Mobile, AL 184652 Neloon, Helen ‘Taronto, Ont 1943 Aeosklpa, WY 190450
1944:51 Jacksonville, TL 1243 Niemiec, Delly Chicego, IL. 1949 52 Tranaisr, B Cudalsy, W1 w3
1948-54 Springfield. OH 1946:50 Nobrain, Sally Tueker, Elizabeth Detrait, ML 1646-49
196 1943 Nordqulat, Helen Malden, MA 195\ ]
1949 Readiog, PA 1948 Nermine, Cynthin eratt,
194654 Minster, OH 1950 54 Norris, Donna Culver Cily, CA 1053 54 Van Sant, Helens Venice, CA 194647
1948 Cotoma, MI 1954 Villa, Marge Montabello, CA 1946-50
1944 Avilla, IN 1954 Vincent, Grorgette Pah River, MA 1847-51
1954 u Wesconville, FL 193051 OBrian, Penny Edwonton, ALY 1943.45 Vidlelts, Karen Negaunee, M) 1953.64
1945 Hunter, Dorothy Winmigrg Muntsbs 199350 O'Brian, Eileen Chicago, IL 1945 Volkert, Beverly Radkey, IN 194951
Chapman, Dorothy 1944-47 Hutchison, Anna May Louaville. KY' 184460 OCemsse. Patrvsn Kenosha, W} 1948 Vonderau, Rathyn Fort Wayne, IN 1946-53
Chestar. Bea 1944 O'Dowd, Anna Mee Chiicago, 1L 194958 Yoyos, Inez Santa Monica, CA 1940.53
Chiancols, Joan Glouchester, MA 1950 O'Hars, Janics Beardstown, OH 184350 Vukovich, Francis Smithdale, PA 1950
Chiang, Glara Dorchester, MA 1944 Nashville, TN 1943.45 QOgdon, Juanne 1933
Childress, Thelma Richmond, VA 1946 3 Englewood, NJ 194447 Olinger, Marilyn Columbus, OH 1948.53
ChrisL, Dorothy La Ports, IN 1948 Jamesan, S)urley Maywood, IL 1943-48 Ortman, Darathy Maywoed, il 194 Waddell, Helen Lemoyne, PA 1950-51
Cindric, Ann Muse, PA 1948-50 Jaminson. Janet Minneapolis. MN 1248 Carivwss MO, Jsanne San Diego, CA 1848 Wagner, Audrey Bensonville, IL 1904-48
Ciona, Jean Rockford, IT, 194554 Junowsky, Loretta Griffith, IN 1951 Ocburn, Dolly Charlotte, NC 1962.54 Wagoner. Betty Lebsnon, MO 194854
Clapp, Louito Tanmen, Frances Remingwon, IN 194852 Waluwr, Help Sean 1945
Clark, Corrine o 1947 Jaykoel, Josn 1952 Walmaley. Thelma Sudbuey, ONT. 1946
Cohen, Muriel thvmn. Sank 1943 denkins, Ma Grand Rapids, M1 195254 Paire, Lavonm Los Angelas, CA 1944 53 Waltar, Mary Gastonia, NC 1946
Colsgita, Lusille 194445 Jowitt, Christine Roging, Sask 194849 Polermo, Toni Forest Park, 1L 1049.50 Walulik, Helen Plainficld, NJ 1948-60
Cook, Clara snmn lL 1943 44 Jochura, Betsy Cinginaati, OH 1941.48 Palesh, Shicley Wausau, WI 1949.50 Waaless, Belty Ypringfield 1L 1939.54
Cook, Dona Musheqon, MI 1946-39 Jahnsan, Arleena Ragina. Sask 194548 Panos, Vickie Edmonton, ALY 1944 Warfe), Betty Enolu, PA 1948
Cook, Dorts Musksgon, MI 1949:53 Johrmon, Ester Geargetown, SC 1948 Puria Bubara Brookline, MA 1950 Warren, Nancy Springfield, OH 1046-64
Cook, Dorothy St Cath., Ontazio 1946 Jonos, Deris 1955 Parrott, Beatnce Samersel, MA 1947 Watsoo, Marion 194647
Coopar, Bonnie Tramant, 1L 1952 Jooes, Macilyn Providence, R1 1948.64 Parsam, Sue Hingham, MA 195354 Wauryshyn, Evalyn Tyndall, Menitoba 194651
Cordes, Glorio Staten leland, NY 1950 54 Junor, Daisy Regina. Saak 1948 49 Payne. Burbara Sheeveport, L 1969-51 Vieavar, Jesn Metropolin, IL. 1950.53
Cornett. Betty Jave Pittsburgh, PA 195061 Jusgrnumeior, Margerel  Rocidord. 1L 1551 Pasrson, Dolty Pittsburgh PA 1946-54 Weaver, Joanne Hetropolis. (L, 1951-54
Corrigan, Rita 1943 Pechulis, Kotherine Urbardge, WA 1948 Weddls, Mary Weodshield, O 1934
Courtney, Patricia Buarctt, MA 1950 Pegpas, June Fort Wayne, (N 1948:54 Weeks, Rossmy. Jacksonville, EL 1947
Duchanan, M1 1954 Webick, Jowphing Detroit, NI 194447 Perez, Migdalia Hovana 194854 Wegman, Marie Cll\:mmu oH 1947-50
Phoenix, AZ 1946 51 Humenshek, Dunuthy Narwood, OH 194353 Perlick, Edythe Chicago, 1L 194349 Wemssan, Sisley Ann - Lima, 195354
Crigler, Idona Colfornin 1947.48 Kaufman, Joan & Winnsbago, IL 1954 Pelera, Marjorie Milwuuhee. W 194344 Weias, Elma Ou)umhus. oH 1948.49
Crites, Shirley Cops Qiardess M0 1953 Haseirrenah, Stame 1944 Prires, Ernantins Irvington NJ 194452 Weitemar, Violet Fort Wayne, IN 1968
Keagto, Madda Tolleson, AZ 194647 Petrovic. Anns Aurora, IN 1944 Wonzsll, Margeret Detroit, M1 1946.53
Kalloy, Sacquolyn Lansing. M1 1941.53 Patryna, Betty Regina, SASK 194849 Westerman, Helen Springiield, O 1944
Thngele, Jusaphies Chreago, IL 194344 Kelley, Lillian Somersett, MA 1947 Foupar, Marge Ann Arbor. MI 194654 Whalen, Dorothy Kew Gardons, NY 1943
Dabbs, Sarah Mavie SL. Pelershurgh, FL 1947 Kellage. Vivian Jatkson, ML 194454 Pirok, Pauline Chieago, iL 1944.47 Whalen, Rulh Jaravica, NY 1948
Las Angeles, CA 1934, Kally, Eathar Peona, IL 1946 1944 Whiteman, Yara Bautlecreek, MI 1948
MA 195051 Kassmarer, Bustrite Centor Vally, PA 1950 51 146 Whiting, Betty tda, 41 1944.52
CA 194450 Keough, Luvina Walworth, WT 1946 Pollit, Alice Lansing, MY 1947-50 Whitrey. Normo McKeasport, PA 1949
Racine, W1 1943 49 Keppel, Evalyn 1947 Prau, Mary Quincy, MA 194347 Wigiser, Margrt Brooklyn, NY 1942.45
Oak Park, IL. 1949 50 Kerrar, Adeline Milwavkee, WI 1944 Prico, LaVerne Tarre Haute, [N 1944 Wikiineg. Hassl Holdfent, Sask 1946-47
Toranto, Ontarie 1943 47 Hymgen Mirgearsle LaCrescznt, MN 1950.52 Proefreck, Elten Racine, W1 1964 Wiley. Janet South Bend. IN 1950-51
Davis, Marguerite Regina, Sask 1944 Kerwin, (ryne Peoria, IL 1049 50 Pryur, Charlene Riverside. CA 194652 ars, Ruth Nescapeck, PA 194653
Deon, Eileon Wi 194344 Ketola, Helen Quiney, MA 1950 ams, Wilma . MO 1953
Decamban, Mlivw MA 1946-50 Keyes, Ecmn Frazer, PA 1951 ilson, Verna 1846
Deegan, Mildred Brooklyn. MY 1943 52 Kidd, Oknna Sue Choctaw, AR 194954 Randsdl, Maine Narth Adama. M1 194B-54 Wiltss, Darothy 1944-50
Deemer, Audrey Steubenvillo, OH 1950 Wimawll, ey Ellen Kalamaeoo, MY 1946-49 Rapp, Shmbzlh Pegrin, IL 1944 Wind, Dorothy Chicago, iL. 194344
Degner, Betty Amboy, IL 1949 Kinney, Ysora Havanna 194951 R, Migl Waupun, WI 1840.54 . Lavarne 1950
Dslmonico, Lena Moose Jaw. Sask 1844-48 Klcinhama, Shirley Sheboygan Falls, WT 1948 Columbus O 194648 Winter, Jounns Maywood, 1L 1943-50
Dennert, Paulinz 1947 ioruykd, Delsrrs Oetroit, MI 194344 Port Wayne. [N 1946 Wirth, Senaido Tampa. FL 1946-50
Denoble. Jerre 1847 Knehl, Jaan b, 4 1951 34 Suparior, WT 1948 50 Wisham, Mary Chatlanooge, TN 194350
Denton, Mons Denver. CO 194847 Knezovich. Ruby: Raegina, Saek 134344 Mism. FL 194649 Wlanlewskl. Connin Detroit, M1 1944-52
DeaCombes, Jeanic Lakeriew, OH 196354 Hobuesawaky. Theras 1946 47 Selleraville, PA 194754 Wabdwenter. Mariea 1843
Elkbart. IN 1848 Koshn, Phyllis Madiaon, W) 194348 Rumford, ME 1953 Wolf, Eleanor Cricago, IL 1943-50
Moose Jzw, Suak 1945 Kolanko. Mury Lau Weirton. WV 1950 Rukuu. Joyea Oquawka, IL. 195354 Lakasood. OH 194647
Van Metar, PA 1954 Konakhik, Helen 1945 Ruth 1952 Lioma, OH 1551
Melaval, Susk 1918-19 Kotil, Arlena Chicago, 1L 194953 Detevit. MI 1945-46 - Sy Milamukee, WI 104445
South Band. IN 1345 Kotawicz, leene Chicago. JL 194550 1918 Wuethrich, Larraine Mitwavkee, WI 194344
Knoxville, TN 104847 Krick, Jaynie Auburn, IN 1949.5% Risinger, Earlens 194854
Loy Angeles. CA 194452, Erucke), Mario Hrony, NY 194849 Roach, Marian 1946
Dummerth, Edna St Louis. MO 1944 Kurys, Sophic Flint, M1 194352 Rohrer. Kay 1945 Yahr. Batty Ann Arbor. MI 1945
Dunn, Gertrude 1951:34 Romatowsii, Jenny 194654 Youngberg, Renas Waukegen, 1L 185154
Dusanko, Jalie gin: 1949 Rommelzere, Wariha 1950 Youngen, Loia Le Roy. O 196154
Distruta” Bavarly Beloit. WI 1947 Lafser, Audrey St Louis, MO 1944 Roth, Eilaine 194851
Dreojok, Laretta Chicago. 1L 1944 Lang, Margie Cinsinnati, OH 1943 Roth, Elaine 191851
t:x"a.“"’ Novfolk, V4 1946 134849 Zeigler, Marie Belding, M1 195054
N . Beverly 1947 Miomi, FL. 1946 52 Z!!(lar e Los Angelos. CA 19¢4.54
e oz Ak loso vt Leduc, Noclta Oranitevlle, MA 185154 Roy. Patrica da IHBAA Iy 1954 Zonia, Huvanne 148
Edwards, Gerallins Cleveland, OH 1951 Lee, Annabellc North Hollywood, CA 194450 Roylance, 1946 Zu-kuuskn Azms Regina, Sask 1945
2 Lee, Dolores Jumy City, NJ 195254 Ruiz. Gloria Hovanna 1918
Elsan, Thelma Log Angeles, CA 1944.52 3 8
Lee, Laurie Ann . W1 1948 Rukevina, Temry Middletown, O 1950 3¢
Emervan, June Moose Juw, Susk 1948.49 Lomerd. J cm i 21653 5
Erary, Betly Deteort, MI TouElis, nard, Jo cagn. 1948 Rumsey. Janst Greensburg. IN 195154
Fghi, Madeting EoEtMA ot Leonard, Riroda Somerset. MA 1946 Russell, Betty Tento Banin, AZ 1946
farotensdys R 9850 Lersing. Ruth San Antonio, TX 1944.49 Ruso, Margarat Millon. N 1950 54
Ewald. Ellher " Lastor. Marty Louise Nachville, TN 194344
Lirbrick. Brrhura Cranoton, Rt 194854
Cianikas, Kay New Brunswick, NJ 1948 Sams, Daria Knoxwille, TN 1946 50
Fubac. Elizabeth Detesit, MI 1946.18 Alla Racine, W1 1947.48 Sands, Sarah Jane Orargevile, PA 1952.54
Faraits, Lillis San Pedro. CA 194651 Little, Olive Pigler P, Masitite 194346 Sanvicax Irene Chieago. 1L 1944:47
Faut, Jean Tnak Goweaville, FA 1946:33 Labrovich, Clara 1947 Satzerfadd Dara North Belmont, NC 1948 53
Fenlon, Pegey Farest Pack. I 1945 Lonates, Sarah Detrost, MI 126748 Scharhter, Blanche Brookiyn NY 1948
Ferguson, Dorathy Wisniper. Masitohs 194854 Lavell, Jean Conneaut, OH 194854 Schatlarn, Ellen Miami 7L e
Ferguson, Fern 1945 Lovert, Frances 1946 Schatz. Jonn Winnipes. Mamioba 1950 52
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Additional Resources
Books
A League of Their Own. Sarah Gilbert. Pan Macmillan, 1992.

A Whole New Ball Game: The Story of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League. Sue Macy. Puffin
Books, 1995,

Breaking into Baseball: Women and the National Pastime. Jean Hastings Ardell. SIU Press, 2005.
Encyclopedia of Women and Baseball. Leslie A. Heaphy, Mel Anthony May. McFarland & Co., 2006.
Girls of Summer: In their Own League. Lois Browne. Harper Collins, 1992.

When Women Played Hardball. Susan E. Johnson. Seal Press, 1994,

Women at Play: The Story of Women in Baseball. Barbara Gregorich. Harcourt Brace & Co., 1993.
Women's Baseball. John M. Kovach. Arcadia Publishing, 2005.

Women in Baseball. Gai Berlage. Praeger, 1994,

Other Media:

“A League of their Own.” Movie, made in 1992. Highlights the Rockford Peaches and the story of the AAGPBL.
Rated PG.

Websites

http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfim

The Official Website of the AAGPBL. This site includes, if you look in the Articles section, Player Biographies,
General information, Player Interviews and Manager Biographies.

http://baseballhall.org/education/school-programs/curriculum/womens-history

You can find in the student resource section a unit called “Women’s History: Dirt On Their Skirts”. There are
different Curriculum levels

http://www.centerforhistory.org/

The Center for Northern Indiana History is the main repository for AAGPBL artifacts & documents. Click on Learn
History and you will find more information on the AAGPBL.

http://www.rrstar.com/carousel/x932340842/0ld-park-for-Rockford-Peaches-finally-getting-new-look

From the Rockford Register Star website, ‘Rockford Peaches’ old park finally geiting new look’. Emily Tropp, April
18,2010.



