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We are starting another exciting school year here at Midway Village. We will 
again be holding our Civil War Days program in May 2018, a WWI experience 
in April 2018 and WWII school day in September 2017 and 2018. These are 
immersive experiences where students can touch a tank, examine a 100-year 
old gas mask, and speak to reenactors about the events that have shaped our 
country.

New this year we are premiering programming for both younger and older 
students with the addition of Pre-K and High School programming. Pre-K 
students will be able to experience life as a pioneer with this new 1-hour tour.  
Our high schoolers will delve into our new program, Career Expo: 1900 Edition, 
and an in-depth, immersive study into how the careers of today evolved from 
the careers of yesterday, and how that affects the careers of tomorrow. 

Some changes will also be coming to our other tours. New station choices have 
been added to our living history tours including our new Firehouse Exhibit, and 
Housekeeping in the newly refurbished Pepper House.

We look forward to seeing you in the 2017-2018 school year!

Caitlin Treece, Museum Educator
Caitlin.treece@midwayvillage.com

Down On the Farm Tour K-2 1-2 Hrs $7, no min or max April-November

General Museum Tour 1-12 1.5 Hrs $6, 80 students max Year Round

New Immigration Tour 1-12 2 Hrs $6, 10 min 30 student max Year Round

New Immigration Tour with Added Village Tour 1-12 4-6 Hrs $7, 10 min 70 student max Year Round

General Village Tour 1-12 1.5 Hrs $6, no min or max April-November

General Village and Museum Tour 1-12 3 Hrs $6, no min or max April-November

Old Stone School Self-Led Tour 1-8 1-5 Hrs $5, 12 min 112 student max April-November

Old Stone School Guide Led Experience K-8 1-5 Hrs $6, 12 min 80 student max April – November

Heritage Garden Tour 1-12 1 Hr $6, 30 student max June-September

Living History Tour 1-12 3-5 Hrs $7, minimum of 80 April-November

Civil War Hands on History Days 5-8 All Day $7, no min or max May 1-4, 2018

The Great War (WWI) Hands on History Day 3-12 2-4.5 Hrs $7, no min or max April 6, 2018

WWII Hands on History Day 3-12 2-4.5 Hrs $7, no min or max Sept 21, 2018

Outreach Trunks 1-12 1-1.5 Hrs $80 for first 30 students, $2 for each additional Year Round

Outreach Talks 1-12 1 Hr $80 for first 30 students, $2 for each additional Year Round

Career Expo: 1900 Edition 9-12 4-5Hrs $7 April – November

Pre-K Adventures  Ages 2-5 1Hr  $5 Year Round
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K - 8

$5 per student for self-led, $6 per student for guide-led, 
$1 additional per student for a village tour

Option 1: Lead Your Class
Take a look at our Old Stone School Manual to 
enhance your visit with recommended activities 
and lesson plans for pre-, during, and post-visit. 

Option 2: We’ll Lead Your Class
Turn your students over to our school teacher 
for this 1-1.5 hour classroom experience in the 
Old Stone School.

Complete you time travel experience with an 
optional guided tour of the museum and/or 
village for an extra $1 per student. (For groups 
of more than 30 the village tour is required.)

7

Year Round Opportunities

Seasonal Opportunities

www.midwayvillage.com/school-tours.html

Pre-K Adventure: Pioneer Life
Midway Village now offers one hour preschool 
programs for our youngest visitors. Programs 
are $5 per student.  Our Pioneer Life program 
will show children what it was like to come 
to Illinois or further west in a covered wagon 
through stories, crafts, dress-up and more.
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Grades: See below Hours: 1 Qty: Any
Coming Soon!  You will be able to rent some of the museum’s 
traveling trunks.  You pick-up the materials, decide what you 
want to use and how, and then at the end of two weeks return 
the trunks to the museum.  Mini-Trunks are $30 for 2 weeks; 
Traveling Trunks are $50 for 2 weeks.  Please call for more 
information.

Traveling Trunks offer you the opportunity to bring hands-
on artifacts right to your group. You will be visited by an 
interpreter in authentic period clothing who will make the 
presentation come alive with additional information and 
stories. Each trunk is geared towards specific grade levels, but 
can be adjusted to meet your needs. Please see below:

1  Trains A Comin’ - Find out how the transcontinental railroad 
helped to change 1880s America. While you examine the 
trunk contents hear about who and what arrived on the train…
everything from immigrants and orphans to fresh fruit and 
Vaudeville.     Suggested Grades: 1 - 4      NCSS: 1, 2, 7
ISS: 4A&B, 5A&B, 15A,B,C&D, 16A&D, 17C, 18A, B&C 

2  School Days - Revisit the days of the one-room 
schoolhouse. What was being in class like in 1900? What was 
fun? What was dreary?     Suggested Grades: 1 - 8     NCSS: 2, 4, 5
ISS: 4A, 16A, and 18A&B

3  Etiquette and Parlor Games - Compare and contrast the 
rules of deportment from 1900 to today’s etiquette and 
participate in parlor games as they were played during the 
Victorian Era.     Suggested Grade: 1 - 6     NCSS: 2, 4, 5
ISS: 4A, 16A, 18A

4  Queen City of the Prairie - Step back and take a look at the 
early days of Rockford settlement. Who came and what did 
they find here?     Suggested Grades: 1 - 12     NCSS: 2, 3, 7
ISS: 4A, 16A&D, 17C, 18B&C

5  The Rockford Connection: Archaeology, James
Henry Breasted and the Tomb of King Tutankhamen -
Hear the story of how one of Rockford’s own was at the 
opening of King Tut’s Tomb as you learn about the skills and 
tools necessary to unearth the history of ancient Egypt.
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7  Civil War: For Lincoln and Liberty - Thrill to the 
stories of soldiers and civilians as you learn the causes 
and consequences of America’s Civil War. Check out 
the contents of our trunk…everything from uniforms to 
knapsacks, currency to hardtack.
Suggested Grades: 4 - 12     NCSS: 2, 5, 6, 7, 10
ISS: 4A&B, 5A&B, 15B,C&D, 16A,B,C&D, 17C, 18B&C

8  World War II: Rockford’s Own Witnesses to War - Learn 
about World War II from the point of view of soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and people on the homefront from the 
Rockford area.
Suggested Grades: 6- 12     NCSS: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 10
ISS: 4A, 15B,C&D, 16A,B,C&D, 18B&C

9  Creating Community - In this unit, students will learn 
the importance of a community working together. Lessons 
included historical maps, measuring tools, graphing 
activities, books, crafts and more.

10  Local Life - This lesson includes primary source 
documents, photographs, artifacts and more that will teach 
students about how Northern Illinois was founded and by 
whom. 

11  Immigrants and Culture - This unit focuses on early 
Illinois to present time comparing how the immigrant 
experience has changed and how it remains the same.

12  Transportation and Work - Students learn about 
different forms of transportation and how it affected the 
way local people lived in the past. 

Mini-Trunks
Camp Grant During World War One – What roles did 
women play during WWI? What might a soldier carry on his 
back? These are just a few of the questions your students 
can investigate in our WWI mini-trunk. Our trunk is in a 
WWI Doughboy backpack, filled with books, DVD, primary 
sources, and artifacts for you to explore during the WWI 
Centennial.

Immigration to Rockford – This trunk focuses on several 
individuals who have moved to Rockford over the years. 
The trunk includes lesson plans, artifacts, primary source 
documents, games and more: www.midwayvillage.com
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Career Expo-1900 Edition
Grade Hours  Qty  Cost
9-12 Four - 75 min Sessions 100  $7 per student
Available Monday-Friday, September-November, Late March-June; C3 
standards met upon request.

As your high schoolers get ready to enter the workforce or continue on 
to college to train for a future career, it is important to look back at the 
historical careers that paved the way for our modern jobs. Based on the 
Rockford High Schools’ academy program, students will be led through 
the history of the fields they may choose to work in by costumed 
historical interpreters in this day-long experience. In-depth discussion, 
primary source exploration and hands-on activities will challenge 
students to think about how the past of an industry impacts the future—
their future.

Health Sciences

Take a look back at the process of becoming a doctor in the late 19th 
century. Compare the role of a nurse then to a nurse now. Look at herbal 
and home remedies that were common at the turn-of-the-century. 
Students will get a chance to try their hand at making a remedy, and then 
learn how pharmacists made pills.

Engineering, 
Manufacturing, Industrial 
Trades Technology:

Students will take a look back at 
some of the industries that started 
out as small operations with skilled 
workers and then became more 
industrial as innovation allowed. 
Students will get the chance to try 
their hand at designing an implement 
to be made by our resident 
blacksmith, try out an old fashioned 
plow, grind corn by hand, and get 
down and dirty in some farm chores 
and more. 

1 4 8

86
3 – 12 Grades
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Human and Public Services:

Students here will look at the history of careers that led to the 
betterment of a community. Learn about the professionalization of 
education, fire, and police as they developed into careers. Try your 
hand at learning cursive, some of the past tools of the trade of the fire 
department and get a look at law and order in early Rockford.

Business, Modern World Languages, and 
Information Technology

Students will take a look at some of the businesses that were essential 
to life in a small town. They will learn about retail, hospitality and service, 
as well as homemaking in a turn-of-the-century world. Try your hand at 
proper etiquette, learn to sew a small sampler or knit, or take on some of 
the chores required in a home at that time.

BRAND NEW!
Rockford Historical Images Are Now Online

Midway Village Museum has debuted an Online Collections section of its 
website! Go to http://www.midwayvillage.com/digital-collections.html to 
view hundreds of Rockford postcards, photographs and letters.
Included are images of Camp Grant during WWI, downtown Rockford, 
and community activities. Also available are transcripts from interviews 
with immigrants to Rockford, and Civil War letters from local soldiers. 
More images of popular topics in Rockford’s history will be added to the 
site in the coming year.

Funded by the Community Foundation of Northern Illinois and the 
Illinois State Historical Records Advisory Board.

Friday, September 22, 2017 and September 21, 2018
9:30 am – 2 pm • 3 – 12 Grades

This educational event takes place on the Friday before the 
popular WWII Days event at Midway Village.

Students will be able to take a self-guided tour of some of the 
highlights of the weekend as the re-enactors are setting up in the 
Village and the camps in the woods.

Students will be able to:

• Meet and talk with soldiers from the Allied and Axis sides of the  
 war in their campsites

• Experience a battle reenactment

• Learn about homefront activities that aided the war

• Learn about the types of vehicles used during the war
 Cost is $7 per student and $1 per adult chaperone. Registration  
 for this event will open in June.
 NCSS: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 ISS: 4A, 5B, 14D&E, 16A*Online Registration:  www.midwayvillage.com/school-tours.html
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To register for any of our programs, please use our
online registration form at www.midwayvillage.com/school-tours.html

For curriculum questions contact our Educator at
(815) 397-9112 ext. 106.
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