Political Cartoon Analysis- World War | (Grade 5)

ELA standards for 5th grade:
R1.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting
important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent

RI.5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources,
demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question or to solve a
problem.

The following website is designed to help younger students understand
President Wilson’s 14 points that he presented to Congress in 1918 about

World War |.

http://www.ducksters.com/history/world war i/fourteen points.php

(I have also copied and pasted the pages from the web site below)

World War |

On January 18, 1918, President Woodrow Wilson gave a speech to Congress that outlined
Fourteen Points for peace and the end to World War |. Wilson wanted lasting peace and for
World War | to be the "war to end all wars."

President Woodrow Wilson



Leading up to Wilson's Speech

The United States entered World War | on the side of the Allies on April 6, 1917. However, the
U.S. entered the war reluctantly. Unlike many European nations, the U.S. wasn't fighting over
territory or in revenge for past wars. Wilson wanted the end of the war to bring out lasting peace
for the world. He gathered together a number of advisors and had them put together a plan for
peace. This plan became the Fourteen Points.

Purpose of the Fourteen Points

The main purpose of the Fourteen Points was to outline a strategy for ending the war. He set
out specific goals that he wanted to achieve through the war. If the United States was going to
fight in Europe and soldiers were going to lose their lives, he wanted to establish exactly what
they were fighting for. Through this speech and the Fourteen Points, Wilson became the only
leader of the countries fighting in the war to publicly outline his war goals.

Summary of the Fourteen Points

No more secret agreements between countries. Diplomacy shall be open to the world.

International seas shall be free to navigate during peace and war.

There shall be free trade between the countries who accept the peace.

There shall be a worldwide reduction in weapons and armies by all countries.

Colonial claims over land and regions will be fair.

Russia will be allowed to determine its own form of government. All German troops will

leave Russian soil.

German troops will evacuate Belgium and Belgium will be an independent country.

France will regain all territory including the disputed land of Alsace-Lorraine.

9. The borders of Italy will be established such that all ltalians will be within the country of
italy.

10. Austria-Hungary will be allowed to continue to be an independent country.

11. The Central Powers will evacuate Serbia, Montenegro, and Romania leaving them as
independent countries.

12. The Turkish people of the Ottoman Empire will have their own country. Other
nationalities under the Ottoman rule will also have security.

13. Poland shall be an independent country.

14. A League of Nations will be formed that protects the independence of all countries no

matter how big or small.
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What did other leaders think?

The leaders of the other Allied Nations, including David Lloyd George of Britain and Georges
Clemenceau of France, thought that Wilson was being too idealistic. They were skeptical as to
whether these points could be accomplished in the real world. Clemenceau of France, in
particular, did not agree with Wilson's plan for "peace without blame" for Germany. He fought
for, and got, harsh reparation penalties against Germany.



Influence and Results

The promise of the Fourteen Points helped to bring the Germans to peace talks at the end of
the war. However, the actual results of the Treaty of Versailles were much harsher against
Germany than the Fourteen Points. The treaty included a "Guilt Clause" blaming Germany for
the war as well as a huge reparation sum that Germany owed the Allies. These differences were
insisted upon by the French because their economy was largely destroyed by the Germans
during the war.

Interesting Facts about the Fourteen Points

o President Wilson's advisors for the plan were called the "Inquiry." They included around
150 academics and were led by diplomat Edward House.

o President Wilson was given the Nobel Peace Prize in 1919 for his efforts in establishing
peace in Europe and around the world.

o In Wilson's speech, he said of Germany that "We do not wish to injure her or to block in
any way her legitimate influence or power."

e Inthe speech, Wilson referred to World War | as the "final war for human liberty."



After reading the information relating to this subject, students will complete
the analysis form in partners using the political cartoon below.

Background for the Political Cartoon- for Teacher Use

e This cartoon was created after President Wilson introduced his “Fourteen
Points” to Congress on January 8, 1918.

e He was looking to “navigate” world peace and justice through intervention
and war.

e Wilson is steering the boat through the rocks to the lighthouse which is his
goal of justice.

e The steering wheel of the boat is the main focus showing that it was going
to be hard to steer through war and intervention to justice.
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President Wilson’s Decision- Political Cartoon Analysis

Names:

Observe the copy of the political cartoon from World War | and write down 4
things you see.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Which objects are used as symbols?

Is anything exaggerated? If so what?

What was President Wilson’s goal?

Which of his 14 points is referenced in this cartoon? (Hint-There may be more than

one)




